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CIVIL CODE - CIV
DIVISION 2. PROPERTY [654 - 1422]
( Heading of Division 2 amended by Stats. 1988, Ch. 160, Sec. 13. )

PART 1. PROPERTY IN GENERAL [654 - 749]
( Part 1 enacted 1872. )

TITLE 1. NATURE OF PROPERTY [654 - 663]
( Title 1 enacted 1872. )

654.
The ownership of a thing is the right of one or more persons to possess and use it to the exclusion of others. In this Code, the thing of which 

there may be ownership is called property.
(Enacted 1872.)

655.
There may be ownership of all inanimate things which are capable of appropriation or of manual delivery; of all domestic animals; of all 

obligations; of such products of labor or skill as the composition of an author, the good will of a business, trade marks and signs, and of rights 
created or granted by statute.
(Enacted 1872.)

656.
Animals wild by nature are the subjects of ownership, while living, only when on the land of the person claiming them, or when tamed, or 

taken and held in possession, or disabled and immediately pursued.
(Enacted 1872.)



657.
Property is either:

l. Real or immovable; or,
2. Personal or movable.
(Enacted 1872.)

658.
Real or immovable property consists of:

l. Land;
2. That which is affixed to land;
3. That which is incidental or appurtenant to land;
4. That which is immovable by law; except that for the purposes of sale, emblements, industrial growing crops and things attached to or 
forming part of the land, which are agreed to be severed before sale or under the contract of sale, shall be treated as goods and be governed 
by the provisions of the title of this code regulating the sales of goods.
(Amended by Stats. 1931, Ch. 1070.)

659.
Land is the material of the earth, whatever may be the ingredients of which it is composed, whether soil, rock, or other substance, and 

includes free or occupied space for an indefinite distance upwards as well as downwards, subject to limitations upon the use of airspace 
imposed, and rights in the use of airspace granted, by law.
(Amended by Stats. 1963, Ch. 860.)



660.
A thing is deemed to be affixed to land when it is attached to it by roots, as in the case of trees, vines, or shrubs; or imbedded in it, as in 

the case of walls; or permanently resting upon it, as in the case of buildings; or permanently attached to what is thus permanent, as by 
means of cement, plaster, nails, bolts, or screws; except that for the purposes of sale, emblements, industrial growing crops and things 
attached to or forming part of the land, which are agreed to be severed before sale or under the contract of sale, shall be treated as goods 
and be governed by the provisions of the title of this code regulating the sales of goods.
(Amended by Stats. 1931, Ch. 1070.)

662.
A thing is deemed to be incidental or appurtenant to land when it is by right used with the land for its benefit, as in the case of a way, or 

watercourse, or of a passage for light, air, or heat from or across the land of another.
(Enacted 1872.)

663.
Every kind of property that is not real is personal.

(Enacted 1872.)



CHAPTER 1. Owners [669 - [671.]]
( Chapter 1 enacted 1872. )

669.
All property has an owner, whether that owner is the State, and the property public, or the owner an individual, and the property private. 

The State may also hold property as a private proprietor.
(Enacted 1872.)

[670.]
Section Six Hundred and Seventy. The State is the owner of all land below tide water, and below ordinary high-water mark, bordering upon 

tide water within the State; of all land below the water of a navigable lake or stream; of all property lawfully appropriated by it to its own 
use; of all property dedicated to the State; and of all property of which there is no other owner.
(Amended by Code Amendments 1873-74, Ch. 612.)

[671.]
Section Six Hundred and Seventy-one. Any person, whether citizen or alien, may take, hold, and dispose of property, real or personal, 

within this State.
(Amended by Code Amendments 1873-74, Ch. 612.)



CHAPTER 3. Servitudes [801 - 813]
( Chapter 3 enacted 1872. )

801.
The following land burdens, or servitudes upon land, may be attached to other land as incidents or appurtenances, and are then called 

easements:
1. The right of pasture;
2. The right of fishing;
3. The right of taking game;
4. The right-of-way;
5. The right of taking water, wood, minerals, and other things;
6. The right of transacting business upon land;
7. The right of conducting lawful sports upon land;
8. The right of receiving air, light, or heat from or over, or discharging the same upon or over land;
9. The right of receiving water from or discharging the same upon land;
10. The right of flooding land;
11. The right of having water flow without diminution or disturbance of any kind;
12. The right of using a wall as a party wall;
13. The right of receiving more than natural support from adjacent land or things affixed thereto;
14. The right of having the whole of a division fence maintained by a coterminous owner;
15. The right of having public conveyances stopped, or of stopping the same on land;
16. The right of a seat in church;
17. The right of burial;
18. The right of receiving sunlight upon or over land as specified in Section 801.5.

(Amended by Stats. 1978, Ch. 1154.)



803.

The land to which an easement is attached is called the dominant tenement; the land upon which a burden or servitude is laid is called 
the servient tenement.

(Enacted 1872.)

811.
A servitude is extinguished:

1. By the vesting of the right to the servitude and the right to the servient tenement in the same person;
2. By the destruction of the servient tenement;
3. By the performance of any act upon either tenement, by the owner of the servitude, or with his assent, which is incompatible 
with its nature or exercise; or,
4. When the servitude was acquired by enjoyment, by disuse thereof by the owner of the servitude for the period prescribed for 
acquiring title by enjoyment. 

(Enacted 1872.)



ARTICLE 2. Boundaries [829 - 835]
( Article 2 enacted 1872. )

829.
The owner of land in fee has the right to the surface and to everything permanently situated beneath or above it.

(Enacted 1872.)

[830.]
Section Eight Hundred and Thirty. Except where the grant under which the land is held indicates a different intent, the owner of the upland, 

when it borders on tide water, takes to ordinary high-water mark; when it borders upon a navigable lake or stream, where there is no tide, 
the owner takes to the edge of the lake or stream, at low-water mark; when it borders upon any other water, the owner takes to the middle 
of the lake or stream.
(Amended by Code Amendments 1873-74, Ch. 612.)

831.
An owner of land bounded by a road or street is presumed to own to the center of the way, but the contrary may be shown.

(Enacted 1872.)



832.

Each coterminous owner is entitled to the lateral and subjacent support which his land receives from the adjoining land, subject to the right 
of the owner of the adjoining land to make proper and usual excavations on the same for purposes of construction or improvement, under 
the following conditions:

1. Any owner of land or his lessee intending to make or to permit an excavation shall give reasonable notice to the owner or owners of 
adjoining lands and of buildings or other structures, stating the depth to which such excavation is intended to be made, and when the 
excavating will begin.

2. In making any excavation, ordinary care and skill shall be used, and reasonable precautions taken to sustain the adjoining land as 
such, without regard to any building or other structure which may be thereon, and there shall be no liability for damage done to any such 
building or other structure by reason of the excavation, except as otherwise provided or allowed by law.

3. If at any time it appears that the excavation is to be of a greater depth than are the walls or foundations of any adjoining building or 
other structure, and is to be so close as to endanger the building or other structure in any way, then the owner of the building or other 
structure must be allowed at least 30 days, if he so desires, in which to take measures to protect the same from any damage, or in which to 
extend the foundations thereof, and he must be given for the same purposes reasonable license to enter on the land on which the 
excavation is to be or is being made.

4. If the excavation is intended to be or is deeper than the standard depth of foundations, which depth is defined to be a depth of nine 
feet below the adjacent curb level, at the point where the joint property line intersects the curb and if on the land of the coterminous owner 
there is any building or other structure the wall or foundation of which goes to standard depth or deeper then the owner of the land on 
which the excavation is being made shall, if given the necessary license to enter on the adjoining land, protect the said adjoining land and any 
such building or other structure thereon without cost to the owner thereof, from any damage by reason of the excavation, and shall be liable 
to the owner of such property for any such damage, excepting only for minor settlement cracks in buildings or other structures.
(Amended by Stats. 1968, Ch. 835.)



833.
Trees whose trunks stand wholly upon the land of one owner belong exclusively to him, although their roots grow into the land of another.

(Enacted 1872.)

834.
Trees whose trunks stand partly on the land of two or more coterminous owners, belong to them in common.

(Enacted 1872.)



CHAPTER 2. Obligations of Owners [840 - 848]
( Chapter 2 enacted 1872. )

841.
(a) Adjoining landowners shall share equally in the responsibility for maintaining the boundaries and monuments between them.
(b)

(1) Adjoining landowners are presumed to share an equal benefit from any fence dividing their properties and, unless otherwise 
agreed to by the parties in a written agreement, shall be presumed to be equally responsible for the reasonable costs of construction, 
maintenance, or necessary replacement of the fence.

(2) Where a landowner intends to incur costs for a fence described in paragraph (1), the landowner shall give 30 days’ prior 
written notice to each affected adjoining landowner. The notice shall include notification of the presumption of equal responsibility for the 
reasonable costs of construction, maintenance, or necessary replacement of the fence. The notice shall include a description of the nature of 
the problem facing the shared fence, the proposed solution for addressing the problem, the estimated construction or maintenance costs 
involved to address the problem, the proposed cost sharing approach, and the proposed timeline for getting the problem addressed.

(3) The presumption in paragraph (1) may be overcome by a preponderance of the evidence demonstrating that imposing equal 
responsibility for the reasonable costs of construction, maintenance, or necessary replacement of the fence would be unjust. In determining 
whether equal responsibility for the reasonable costs would be unjust, the court shall consider all of the following:

(A) Whether the financial burden to one landowner is substantially disproportionate to the benefit conferred upon that 
landowner by the fence in question.

(B) Whether the cost of the fence would exceed the difference in the value of the real property before and after its 
installation.

(C) Whether the financial burden to one landowner would impose an undue financial hardship given that party’s financial 
circumstances as demonstrated by reasonable proof.



(D) The reasonableness of a particular construction or maintenance project, including all of the following:
(i) The extent to which the costs of the project appear to be unnecessary or excessive.
(ii) The extent to which the costs of the project appear to be the result of the landowner’s personal aesthetic, 

architectural, or other preferences.
(E) Any other equitable factors appropriate under the circumstances.

(4) Where a party rebuts the presumption in paragraph (1) by a preponderance of the evidence, the court shall, in its discretion,
consistent with the party’s circumstances, order either a contribution of less than an equal share for the costs of construction, maintenance, 
or necessary replacement of the fence, or order no contribution.

(c) For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
(1) “Landowner” means a private person or entity that lawfully holds any possessory interest in real property, and does not 

include a city, county, city and county, district, public corporation, or other political subdivision, public body, or public agency.
(2) “Adjoining” means contiguous to or in contact with.

(Repealed and added by Stats. 2013, Ch. 86, Sec. 3. Effective January 1, 2014.)

841.4.

Any fence or other structure in the nature of a fence unnecessarily exceeding 10 feet in height maliciously erected or maintained for the 
purpose of annoying the owner or occupant of adjoining property is a private nuisance. Any owner or occupant of adjoining property injured 
either in his comfort or the enjoyment of his estate by such nuisance may enforce the remedies against its continuance prescribed in Title 3, 
Part 3, Division 4 of this code.

(Added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 37.)



845.
(a) The owner of any easement in the nature of a private right-of-way, or of any land to which any such easement is attached, shall maintain it in 

repair.
(b) If the easement is owned by more than one person, or is attached to parcels of land under different ownership, the cost of maintaining it in repair 

shall be shared by each owner of the easement or the owners of the parcels of land, as the case may be, pursuant to the terms of any agreement entered 
into by the parties for that purpose. In the absence of an agreement, the cost shall be shared proportionately to the use made of the easement by each 
owner.

(c) If any owner refuses to perform, or fails after demand in writing to pay the owner’s proportion of the cost, an action to recover that owner’s share 
of the cost, or for specific performance or contribution, may be brought by the other owners, either jointly or severally. The action may be brought before, 
during, or after performance of the maintenance work, as follows:

(1) The action may be brought in small claims court if the amount claimed to be due as the owner’s proportion of the cost does not exceed the 
jurisdictional limit of the small claims court. A small claims judgment shall not affect apportionment of any future costs that are not requested in the small 
claims action.

(2) Except as provided in paragraph (1), the action shall be filed in superior court and, notwithstanding Section 1141.13 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, the action shall be subject to judicial arbitration pursuant to Chapter 2.5 of Title 3 of Part 3 (commencing with Section 1141.10) of the Code of 
Civil Procedure. A superior court judgment shall not affect apportionment of any future costs that are not requested in the action, unless otherwise provided 
in the judgment.

(3) In the absence of an agreement addressing the maintenance of the easement, any action for specific performance or contribution shall be 
brought in a court in the county in which the easement is located.

(4) Nothing in this section precludes the use of any available alternative dispute resolution program to resolve actions regarding the 
maintenance of easements in the small claims court or the superior court.

(d) In the event that snow removal is not required under subdivision (a), or under any independent contractual or statutory duty, an agreement 
entered into pursuant to subdivision (b) to maintain the easement in repair shall be construed to include snow removal within the maintenance obligations 
of the agreement if all of the following exist:

(1) Snow removal is not expressly precluded by the terms of the agreement.
(2) Snow removal is necessary to provide access to the properties served by the easement.
(3) Snow removal is approved in advance by the property owners or their elected representatives in the same manner as provided by the 

agreement for repairs to the easement.
(e) This section does not apply to rights-of-way held or used by railroad common carriers subject to the jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Commission.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 244, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2013.)



CIVIL CODE - CIV
DIVISION 2. PROPERTY [654 - 1422]
( Heading of Division 2 amended by Stats. 1988, Ch. 160, Sec. 13. )

PART 4. ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY [1000 - 1422]
( Part 4 enacted 1872. )

TITLE 1. MODES IN WHICH PROPERTY MAY BE ACQUIRED [1000 - 1002]
( Title 1 enacted 1872. )

1000.
Property is acquired by:

1. Occupancy;
2. Accession;
3. Transfer;
4. Will; or,
5. Succession.

(Enacted 1872.)



Board Rules and Regulations Relating to the Practices of 
Professional Engineering and Professional Land Surveying 

California Code of Regulations 
Title 16, Division 5 

§§ 400-476 



404.2. Responsible Charge– Professional Land Surveying. 

(a) The term “responsible charge” directly relates to the extent of control a licensed land surveyor or civil engineer legally authorized to 
practice land surveying (hereinafter referred to as “legally authorized civil engineer”) is required to maintain while exercising independent 
control and direction of land surveying work or services, and the land surveying decisions which can be made only by a licensed land 
surveyor or legally authorized civil engineer. 

(1) Extent of Control. The extent of control necessary to be in responsible charge shall be such that the land surveyor or legally 
authorized civil engineer: 

(A) Makes or reviews and approves the land surveying decisions defined and described in subdivision (a)(2) below. 
(B) In making or reviewing and approving the land surveying decisions, determines the applicability of survey criteria and 

technical recommendations provided by others before incorporating such criteria or recommendations.
(2) Land Surveying Decisions. The term “responsible charge” relates to land surveying decisions within the purview of the 

Professional Land Surveyors’ Act. 
Land surveying decisions which must be made by and are the responsibility of the land surveyor or legally authorized civil engineer in 
responsible charge are those decisions concerning permanent or temporary work which could create a hazard to life, health, property, or 
public welfare, and may include, but are not limited to: 

(A) Selecting the methods, procedures, and tolerances of field work. 
(B) Determining calculation and adjustment methods. 
(C) Determining and specifying the information to be shown on maps or documents furnished in connection with land 

surveying services, including the format of the information and the format of the maps or documents. 
(D) The decisions related to the preparation of maps, plats, land surveying reports, descriptions, and other land surveying 

documents furnished in connection with the land surveying services. 
(E) Reviewing the sufficiency and accuracy of the work product. 

(3) Reviewing and Approving Land Surveying Decisions. In making or reviewing and approving land surveying decisions, the land 
surveyor or legally authorized civil engineer shall be physically present or shall review and approve through the use of communication 
devices the land surveying decisions prior to their implementation. 



(b) Responsible Charge Criteria. In order to evaluate whether a person authorized to practice land surveying is in responsible charge, 
the following must be considered: The land surveyor or legally authorized civil engineer who signs surveying documents must be capable of 
answering questions asked by licensees of the Board who are fully competent and proficient by education and experience in the field or 
fields of professional land surveying relevant to the project. These questions would be relevant to the decisions made during the individual’s 
participation in the project, and in sufficient detail to leave little question as to the land surveyor’s or legally authorized civil engineer’s 
technical knowledge of the work performed. It is not necessary to defend decisions as in an adversarial situation, but only to demonstrate 
that the individual in responsible charge made, or reviewed and approved, them and possessed sufficient knowledge of the project to make, 
or review and approve, them. 
Examples of questions to be answered by the land surveyor or legally authorized civil engineer could relate to criteria for measurement, 
surveying methods, analysis, and conclusions made including, but not limited to, the retracement of government surveys, interpretation and 
construction of deed descriptions, conflicts between construction drawings and actual conditions, determination of the proper control 
datum and epoch, application of proportion methods and analysis of evidence related to written and unwritten property rights. The 
individual shall be able to clearly express the extent of control and how it is exercised and to demonstrate that the land surveyor or legally 
authorized civil engineer is answerable within said extent of control. 

(c) Successor Licensee. In situations when the professional land surveyor or legally authorized civil engineer in responsible charge of a 
land surveying project is unavailable to complete the project, a professional land surveyor or legally authorized civil engineer (hereinafter 
referred to as the “successor licensee”) may assume responsible charge of the project as long as the successor licensee exercises the extent 
of control and assumes responsibility for the surveying decisions as required by subdivision (a) and meets the criteria described in 
subdivision (b), as well as meeting the requirements of the Professional Land Surveyors’ Act and Sections 411 and 415. Except as provided in 
Section 8761.2 of the Code, the original licensee is 
not relieved of any responsibility arising from the land surveying services of which he or she was in responsible charge. 



(d) Portions of Projects. Nothing in this section prohibits a professional land surveyor or legally authorized civil engineer from 
providing services for portions of or to add to or to modify a land surveying project performed under the responsible charge of another 
licensee as long as the professional land surveyor or legally authorized civil engineer exercises the requisite extent of control and assumes 
responsibility for the land surveying decisions as required by subdivision (a) and meets the criteria described in subdivision (b), as well as 
meeting the requirements of the Professional Land Surveyors’ Act and Sections 411 and 415. The professional land surveyor or legally 
authorized civil engineer need only be in responsible charge of the portions, additions, or modifications or the portion of the project 
affected by the addition or modification and not of the entire project. Except as provided in Section 8761.2 of the Code, the original licensee 
is not relieved of any responsibility arising from the land surveying services of which he or she was in responsible charge. 

(e) The term “responsible charge” does not refer to any of the following: 
(1) the concept of financial liability; 
(2) management control in a hierarchy of land surveyors or legally authorized civil engineers except as each of the individuals in 
the hierarchy exercises independent land surveying judgment and thus responsible charge; 
(3) such administrative and management functions as accounting, labor relations, personnel performance standards, marketing 
of services, or goal setting. While a land surveyor or legally authorized civil engineer may also have such duties in this position, it 
should not enhance or decrease one’s status of being in responsible charge of the work. 



411. Seal and Signature. 
(a) The seal required by Section 6764 of the Code shall be not less than one and one-half (1½) inches in diameter and shall contain the 

following information: 
(1) Within the top border of seal: Either “Professional Engineer,” “Registered Professional Engineer,” or “Licensed Professional
Engineer.” 
(2) Within the bottom border of seal: “State of California.” 
(3) In the center of seal: 

(A) Licensee’s name as it appears on the certificate issued by the Board or as abbreviated pursuant to subdivision (d); 
(B) Number of certificate or authority; and, 
(C) Branch or authority of engineering in which licensed. 

The seal shall be of a design similar to those shown below and shall bear at minimum those elements specified above. 
………………………………………………………

(b) The seal authorized by Section 8750 of the Code shall be not less than one and one-half (1 ½) inches in diameter and shall contain 
the following information: 

(1) Within the top border of the seal: Either “Professional Land Surveyor” or “Licensed Land Surveyor.” 
(2) Within the bottom border of the seal: “State of California.” 
(3) In the center of the seal: 
(A) Licensee’s name as it appears on the certificate issued by the Board or as abbreviated pursuant to subdivision (d); and, 
(B) Number of certificate. 

The seal shall be of a design similar to those shown below and shall bear at minimum those elements specified above. 
…………………………………………………......

(c) The seal may be obtained by the licensee from any source. 
(d) The seal may contain an abbreviated form of the licensee’s given name or a combination of initials representing the licensee’s given 

name provided the surname listed with the Board appears on the seal and in the signature. 



(e) The seal shall be capable of leaving a permanent ink representation, a permanent impression, or an electronically-generated 
representation on the documents. The signature may be applied to the documents electronically. 

(f) Preprinting of blank forms with the seal or signature, the use of decals of the seal or signature, or the use of a rubber stamp of the 
signature is prohibited. 

(g) 
(1) All professional engineering plans, specifications, reports, or documents (hereinafter referred to as “documents”) shall be 
signed and sealed in accordance with the requirements of the Professional Engineers Act and any other laws related to the 
practice of professional engineering and shall be signed and sealed in a manner such that all work can be clearly attributed to 
the licensee(s) in responsible charge of the work. 
(2) All maps, plats, reports, descriptions, or other professional land surveying documents (hereinafter referred to as 
“documents”) shall be signed and sealed in accordance with the requirements of the Professional Land Surveyors’ Act and any 
other laws related to the practice of professional land surveying and shall be signed and sealed in a manner such that all work 
can be clearly attributed to the licensee(s) in responsible charge of the work. 
(3) When signing and sealing documents containing work done by, or under the responsible charge of, two or more licensees, 
the signature and seal of each licensee in responsible charge shall be placed on the documents with a notation describing the
work done under each licensee’s responsible charge. 

(h) Each licensee shall include the date of signing and sealing immediately below or next to the signature and seal. 



415. Practice Within Area of Competence. 

A professional engineer or land surveyor licensed under the Code shall practice and perform engineering or land surveying work only in the 
field or fields in which he/she is by education and/or experience fully competent and proficient. 
Nothing in this regulation shall be construed: 

(1) to prohibit a professional engineer from signing plans which include engineering work in areas other than that in which he/she is 
fully competent and proficient, if such work was performed by other engineers who were fully competent and proficient in such work; 

(2) to prohibit a professional engineer from performing engineering work or a land surveyor from performing land surveying work in 
areas which involve the application of new principles, techniques, ideas or technology; 

(3) to prohibit a professional engineer from supervising other engineers or a land surveyor from supervising other land surveyors who 
may respectively be performing engineering work or land surveying work in areas other than those in which the supervising professional 
engineer or supervising land surveyor is fully competent and proficient; and 

(4) to prohibit a professional engineer from signing plans which include engineering work, portions of which were designed or 
required by any governmental agency. 



425. Experience Requirements - Professional Land Surveyors.
(a) An applicant for licensure as a professional land surveyor shall be granted credit towards the experience requirements contained in 

Sections 8741 and 8742 of the Code, for the following education curriculum:
(1) Four (4) years experience credit for graduation from an approved land surveying curriculum.
(2) Two (2) years experience credit for graduation from a non-approved land surveying curriculum.
(3) Five (5) years of experience credit for graduation from an approved cooperative work-study land surveying curriculum.
(4) One-half (1/2) year of education credit for each year of study completed in an approved land surveying curriculum that did 

not result in the awarding of a baccalaureate degree, except that the maximum of such experience shall be two (2) years. A year of study 
shall be at least 32 semester units or 48 quarter units, no less than 10 semester units or 15 quarter units of which shall be from classes 
clearly identified as being land surveying subjects. 
“Life Experience Degrees” are not acceptable and will not be counted towards the education credit. 

(b) All qualifying work experience in land surveying shall be performed under the responsible charge of a person legally authorized to 
practice land surveying. An applicant shall possess at least two years of actual responsible training experience in land surveying which shall 
involve at least four of the land surveying activities specified in subdivisions (a) - (g) and (k) - (n) of Section 8726 of the Code. Qualifying 
experience in activities specified in subdivision (a), (b), (m), and (n) of Section 8726 shall not exceed one year. Qualifying experience shall be 
computed on an actual time worked basis, but not to exceed forty hours per week. 

(c) For purposes of Section 8742 of the Code, the term “responsible field training” experience may include, but is not limited to, the 
land surveying activities listed below. Under the responsible charge, direction, and review of a person legally authorized to practice land 
surveying, the applicant: 

(1) Determines field survey methods and procedures, including selection of accuracy standards. 
(2) Selects or verifies that the correct control monumentation is used to establish the designated survey datum(s) (horizontal and 
vertical) and selects on-the-ground locations for control monuments. 
(3) Determines the relevance of monuments and physical field evidence for the purpose of establishing boundary and property 
lines. 
(4) Reviews measurement observations for the determination of accuracy, completeness, and consistency. 
(5) Reviews field notes and records for application of proper field survey procedures. 



(6) Plans, performs, and reviews field checks and, based on such checks, determines if completed field surveys are accurate and 
sufficient. 
(7) Searches for boundary and control monuments; assists in analyzing field evidence for locating boundary points and lines; 
identifies and describes such evidence; compares record data to found physical evidence; compares record data to measured 
data; documents discrepancies; assists in acquiring and documenting testimony regarding boundary locations; recommends 
boundary location and/or establishment; selects or verifies that the correct controlling monuments are used to locate or 
establish boundary points and lines; and prepares draft record documents. 
(8) Coordinates the fieldwork necessary to prepare maps, plats, reports, descriptions, or other documents. 
(9) Recommends when existing boundary monuments are to be replaced, selects the method(s) to be used for replacing and 
resetting monuments, and prepares field documentation of such work, including that necessary for Parcel Maps, Final Maps, 
Record of Survey Maps, and Corner Records. 
(10) Functions as a party chief, chief of parties, or lead person in charge of field crew(s) in the performance of field surveys.
(11) Plans and performs field observations using Global Positioning System technology and determines if completed field surveys 
are accurate and sufficient in geodetic and land surveying applications.
(12) Performs surveys to facilitate the location or construction of infrastructure and fixed works of improvement.
The enumeration of the above tasks does not preclude the Board from awarding “responsible field training” credit for training of
a similar character in other current or future land surveying activities not specifically enumerated herein. It is also understood 
that the listed tasks are only some of those that may be considered as responsible training, and that this list is not in any way 
intended to enumerate all of the tasks which may be performed by licensed Professional Land Surveyors.



(d) For purposes of Section 8742 of the Code, the term “responsible office training” experience may include, but is not limited to, the land 
surveying activities listed below. Under the responsible charge, direction, and review of a person authorized to practice land surveying, the 
applicant:

(1) Performs the planning and analysis necessary for the preparation of survey documents, such as Parcel Maps, Final Maps, Record of 
Survey Maps, Corner Records, legal descriptions, topographic maps, plat maps, lot line adjustments, annexations, and boundary line 
agreements.
(2) Reduces and evaluates field data.
(3) Develops procedures and systems for the collection, reduction, adjustment, and use of land surveying data.
(4) Prepares data to be used by field surveyors or field crews.
(5) Coordinates the processing of maps, plats, reports, descriptions, or other documents with local agencies, other licensed surveyors, or 
County Surveyors Offices.
(6) Coordinates the office work necessary to prepare maps, plats, reports, descriptions, or other documents.
(7) Coordinates survey and design efforts for improvement plans as required for sufficiency to enable proper location of improvements in 
the field.
(8) Researches public and private records to obtain survey and title data.
(9) Performs boundary analysis and determination using record descriptions, survey, and title data.
(10) Plans and coordinates the application of Global Positioning System technology for geodetic and land surveying applications.
(11) Plans, coordinates, performs, and reviews the entry of property boundary related geo-referenced data into an electronic database.
(12) Prepares topographic mapping utilizing photogrammetric methods.
The enumeration of the above tasks does not preclude the Board from awarding “responsible office training” credit for training of a similar 
character in other current or future land surveying activities not specifically enumerated herein. It is also understood that the listed tasks 
are only some of those that may be considered as responsible training, and that this list is not in any way intended to enumerate all of the 
tasks which may be performed by licensed professional land surveyors.

(e) Computation of qualifying experience for a license as a professional land surveyor shall be to the date of filing of the application, or it shall be 
to the final filing date announced for the examination if the application is filed within a period of thirty (30) days preceding the final filing date 
announced for such examination.
(f) An applicant for licensure as a land surveyor who holds a valid and unexpired license as a civil engineer is exempt from the application 
requirements of (subdivisions (b), (c), and (d) of this section provided he or she submits sufficient documentation that he or she has a minimum 
of two years of actual broad based progressive experience in land surveying as required by Business and Professions Code Section 8742(a)(3).



442. Examination Subversion. 
(a) Examination subversion is the use of any means to alter the results of an examination to cause the results to inaccurately represent the 

competency of an examinee. Examination subversion includes, but is not limited to: 
(1) Communication between examinees inside of the examination room. 
(2) Giving or receiving any unauthorized assistance on the examination while an examination is in progress. 
(3) Having any unauthorized printed or written matter or other devices in his or her possession which might serve to aid the 
examinee on the examination. 
(4) Obtaining, using, buying, selling, distributing, having possession of, or having unauthorized access to secured examination 
questions or other secured examination material prior to, during or after the administration of the examination. 
(5) Copying another examinee’s answers or looking at another examinee’s materials while an examination is in progress. 
(6) Permitting anyone to copy answers to the examination. 
(7) Removing any secured examination materials from the examination facility. 
(8) Allowing another person to take the examination in the examinee’s place. 
(9) Placing any identifying mark upon his or her examination papers other than his or her identification number or other identifiers 
as directed by the examination administrator. 
(10) Use by an examinee of any written material, audio material, video material, digital material, or any other mechanism not
specifically authorized during the examination for the purpose of assisting an examinee in the examination. 
(11) Writing on anything other than designated examination material. 
(12) Writing or erasing anything after time is called. 



(b) At the discretion of the Executive Officer, if there is evidence of examination subversion by an examinee prior to, during, or after the 
administration of the examination, one or more of the following may occur: 

(1) The examinee may be denied the privilege of taking the examination if examination subversion is detected before the 
administration of the examination. 

(2) If the examination subversion detected has not yet compromised the integrity of the examination, such steps as are necessary to 
prevent further examination subversion shall be taken, and the examinee may be permitted to continue with the examination. 
(3) The examinee may be requested to leave the examination facility if examination subversion is detected during the examination. 
(4) The examinee may be requested to submit written advisement of his or her understanding of and intent to comply with the law.
(5) The examination results may be voided and the application and examination fee forfeited. 
(6) The examinee may not be allowed to sit for an examination for up to three (3) years. 

(c) If examination subversion is detected after the administration of the examination, the Executive Officer shall make appropriate 
inquiry to determine the facts concerning the examination subversion and may take any of the actions as described in subdivision (b). 

(d) The Executive Officer reserves the right not to release the examination results to the examinee pending the outcome of any
investigation of examination subversion. 

(e) Removal from or voidance of one part of a multiple-part examination taken during a single examination administration may be cause 
for removal from or voidance of all other parts of the multiple-part examination. 



463. Notice of Association or Disassociation With Partnership, Firm, or Corporation. 

(a) A professional engineer who is associated as the partner, member, officer, or employee in responsible charge of professional 
engineering services offered or performed by a firm, partnership, or corporation shall notify the Board within thirty (30) days of such 
association or termination of association on a form approved by the Board. 

(b) A licensed land surveyor and/or civil engineer who practices or offers to practice land surveying, according to the provisions 
of Section 8729 of the Code, as a partner, member, or officer of a partnership, firm, or corporation shall advise the Board within thirty (30) 
days of such association or termination of association on a form approved by the Board. 

(c) A licensed photogrammetric surveyor who is associated as a member, partner, officer, or employee in a firm, partnership, or 
corporation which offers or performs photogrammetric surveying services according to the provisions of Article 5.5 of the Professional 
Land Surveyors’ Act shall notify the Board within thirty (30) days of such association or termination of association on a form approved by 
the Board. 

(d) A firm which contains partners, members or officers as described above will be allowed six months following the death, 
disassociation, or retirement of a member, partner, or officer whose name the firm, partnership, or corporation carried in its firm title to 
make a written request to the Board for an investigation pursuant to the requirements of Section 6738(e) of the Code. The Board will 
determine if such firm is eligible to continue use of its firm title without change. 



463.5 Providing Notice of Licensure. 

Every licensee shall provide notice to his or her clients that the licensee is licensed by the Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, 
and Geologists. Notice shall be provided by one or more of the following methods: 

(a) Displaying his or her wall certificate in a public area; or office; or individual work area of the premises where the licensee provides 
the licensed service. 

(b) Providing a statement to each client that states the client understands the licensee is licensed by the Board for Professional 
Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists. Said statement shall be signed and dated by the client and shall be retained in the licensee’s 
records. 

(c) Including a statement that the licensee is licensed by the Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists either on 
letterhead or on a contract for services. If said statement is included on a contract for services, it shall be placed immediately above the 
signature line for the client in at least 12 point type. 

(d) Posting a notice in a public area of the premises where the licensee provides the licensed services that states the named licensee is 
licensed by the Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists. Said notice shall be in at least 48 point type. 



464. Corner Record. 

(a) The corner record required by Section 8773 of the Code for the perpetuation of monuments shall contain the following information 
for each corner identified therein: 

(1) The county and, if applicable, city in which the corner is located. 
(2) An identification of the township, range, base, and meridian in which the corner is located, if applicable. 
(3) Identification of the corner type (example: government corner, control corner, property corner, etc.). 
(4) Description of the physical condition of 

(A) the monument as found and 
(B) any monuments set or reset. 

(5) The date of the visit to the monument when the information for the corner record was obtained. 
(6) For Public Land Corners for which a corner record is required by Section 8773(a) of the Code, a sketch shall be made showing
site recovery information that was used for the corner. For other kinds of corners, a drawing shall be made which shows 
measurements that relate the corner to other identifiable monuments. 
(7) A reference to the California Coordinate System is optional at the discretion of the preparer of the record. 
(8) The date of preparation of the corner record and, as prescribed by Section 8773.4 of the Code, the signature and title of the 
chief of the survey party if the corner record is prepared by a United States Government or California State agency or the 
signature and seal of the land surveyor or civil engineer, as defined in Section 8731 of the Code, preparing the corner record. 
(9) The date the corner record was filed and the signature of the county surveyor. 
(10) A document or filing number. 



(b) A corner record shall be filed for each public land survey corner which is found, reset, or used as control in any survey by a land 
surveyor or a civil engineer. Exceptions to this rule are identified in Section 8773.4 of the Code. 

(c) The corner record shall be filed within 90 days from the date a corner was found, set, reset, or used as control in any survey. The 
provisions for extending the time limit shall be the same as provided for a record of survey in Section 8762 of the Code. 

(d) A corner record may be filed for any property corner, property controlling corner, reference monument, or accessory to a property 
corner, together with reference to record information. Such corner record may show one or more property corners, property controlling 
corners, reference monuments, or accessories to property corners on a single corner record document so long as it is legible, clear, and 
understandable. 

(e) When conducting a survey which is a retracement of lines shown on a subdivision map, official map, or a record of survey, where no 
material discrepancies with these records are found and where sufficient monumentation is found to establish the precise location of property 
corners thereon, a corner record may be filed in lieu of a record of survey for any property corners which are set or reset or found to be of a 
different character than indicated by prior records. Such corner records may show one or more property corners, property controlling corners, 
reference monuments or accessories to property corners on a single corner record document so long as it is legible, clear, and understandable.

(f) The standard markings and standard abbreviations used by the Bureau of Land Management (formerly the General Land Office) of the 
United States Department of the Interior shall be used in the corner record. 

(g) The corner record shall be filed on a form prescribed by the Board. 
The approved form is BORPELS-1297. 



476. Code of Professional Conduct – Professional Land Surveying 
To protect and safeguard the health, safety, welfare, and property of the public, every person who is licensed by the Board as a professional 
land surveyor or professional civil engineer legally authorized to practice land surveying, including licensees employed in any manner by a 
governmental entity or in private practice, shall comply with this Code of Professional Conduct. A violation of this Code of Professional 
Conduct in the practice of professional land surveying constitutes unprofessional conduct and is grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to 
Section 8780 of the Code. This Code of Professional Conduct shall be used for the sole purpose of investigating complaints and making 
findings thereon under Section 8780 of the Code. 

(a) Compliance with Laws Applicable to a Project: 
A licensee shall provide professional services for a project in a manner that is consistent with the laws, codes, ordinances, rules, and 
regulations applicable to that project. A licensee may obtain and rely upon the advice of other professionals (e.g., architects, attorneys, 
professional engineers, professional land surveyors, and other qualified persons) as to the intent and meaning of such laws, codes, and 
regulations. 

(b) Conflict of Interest: 
(1) If a licensee provides professional services for two or more clients on a project or related projects, the licensee shall disclose in 
writing to those clients and property owners or their authorized representatives his or her relationship to those clients. 
(2) If a licensee has a business association or a financial interest which may influence his or her judgment in connection with the 
performance of professional services, the licensee shall fully disclose in writing to his or her client(s) or employer(s) the nature of 
the business association or the financial interest. 
(3) A licensee shall not solicit or accept payments, rebates, refunds, or commissions, whether in the form of money or otherwise, 
from contractors or suppliers of material, systems, or equipment in return for specifying their products to a client or employer of 
the licensee. 
(4) A licensee, while engaged by a governmental agency as an officer, employee, appointee, agent, or consultant of that agency 
shall not engage in a professional land surveying business or activity that may be subject to that licensee’s direct or indirect
control, inspection, review, audit, or enforcement on behalf of that agency, unless the circumstances are disclosed to and approved 
by that agency in writing prior to such engagement. 



(c) Representations: 

(1) A licensee shall not misrepresent his or her qualifications to a prospective or existing client or employer. 
(2) A licensee shall not misrepresent to a prospective or existing client the licensee’s scope of responsibility in connection with 
projects or services for which the licensee is receiving or will receive compensation from that client. 
(3) A licensee shall not misrepresent his or her scope of responsibility in connection with projects or services for which the 
licensee is claiming credit. 
(4) A licensee shall not misrepresent nor permit the misrepresentation of his or her professional qualifications, or affiliations or the 
affiliations or purposes of the institutions, organizations, or other businesses with which he or she is associated. 
(5) When providing information in connection with a person’s application for a license to practice professional land surveying, a 
licensee shall accurately represent his or her knowledge of the applicant’s qualifications. 
(6) A licensee may advertise or solicit for any services for which he or she is authorized by licensure. 
(7) A licensee shall only express professional opinions that have a basis in fact or experience or accepted land surveying principles. 
(8) A licensee shall attribute proper credit to others for their professional work or professional contribution. 
(9) A licensee shall not knowingly permit the publication or use of his or her data, reports, maps, or other professional documents 
for unlawful purposes. 
(10) A licensee shall not falsely or maliciously injure or attempt to injure the reputation or business of others. 
(11) A licensee shall not misrepresent data and/or its relative significance in any professional land surveying report. 



(d) Confidential Information: 

Confidential information obtained by a licensee, in his or her professional capacity, concerning a client, employer, or other related party 
shall not be disclosed by the licensee without the permission of the client, employer, or other related party except for the following: 

(1) Disclosures made in response to an order of the court or to a subpoena or summons enforceable by an order of the court. 
(2) Disclosures made in an adjudicatory proceeding. 
(3) Disclosures made in response to an official inquiry from a governmental regulatory agency. 
(4) Disclosures made when required by law. 
(5) Disclosures made upon discovering a hazard within the licensee’s field of professional expertise which may threaten the health, 
safety, and welfare of the public. 
(6) Disclosures made when providing evidence to the Board regarding other licensees or unlicensed individuals who may have 
violated the Professional Land Surveyors’ Act. 
(7) Disclosures made regarding illegal conduct. 

As used in this section, “confidential information” means information identified as confidential by the licensee’s client, employer, or other 
related party.

(e) Document Submittal: 

(1) A licensee shall not misrepresent the completeness of the professional documents he or she submits to a governmental agency.
(2) A licensee shall not misrepresent the completeness of the professional documents he or she prepared to his or her client or to 
other involved parties. 
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