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GOVERNMENT CODE – GOV
TITLE 7. PLANNING AND LAND USE [65000 - 66499.58
( Heading of Title 7 amended by Stats. 1974, Ch. 1536. )

DIVISION 2. SUBDIVISIONS [66410 - 66499.38]
( Division 2 added by Stats. 1974, Ch. 1536. )



66410.
This division may be cited as the Subdivision Map Act.

(Added by Stats. 1974, Ch. 1536.)

66411.
Regulation and control of the design and improvement of subdivisions are vested in the legislative 

bodies of local agencies. Each local agency shall, by ordinance, regulate and control the initial design 
and improvement of common interest developments as defined in Section 4100 or 6534 of the Civil 
Code and subdivisions for which this division requires a tentative and final or parcel map. ………….



66411.1.

(a) Notwithstanding Section 66428, whenever a local ordinance requires improvements for a 
division of land which is not a subdivision of five or more lots, the regulations shall be limited to the 
dedication of rights-of-way, easements, and the construction of reasonable offsite and onsite 
improvements for the parcels being created. Requirements for the construction of offsite and onsite 
improvements shall be noticed by a statement on the parcel map, on the instrument evidencing the 
waiver of the parcel map, or by a separate instrument and shall be recorded on, concurrently with, or 
prior to the parcel map or instrument of waiver of a parcel map being filed for record.

(b) Notwithstanding Section 66428, fulfillment of the construction requirements shall not be 
required until the time a permit or other grant of approval for development of the parcel is issued by 
the local agency or, where provided by local ordinances, until the time the construction of the 
improvements is required pursuant to an agreement between the subdivider and the local agency, 
except that in the absence of an agreement, a local agency may require fulfillment of the construction 
requirements within a reasonable time following approval of the parcel map and prior to the issuance 
of a permit or other grant of approval for the development of a parcel upon a finding by the local 
agency that fulfillment of the construction requirements is necessary for either of the following reasons:

(1) The public health and safety.
(2) The required construction is a necessary prerequisite to the orderly development of the 

surrounding area.

(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 655, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 1995.)



66412.
This division shall be inapplicable to any of the following:

(a) The financing or leasing of apartments, offices, stores, or similar space within apartment 
buildings, industrial buildings, commercial buildings, mobilehome parks, or trailer parks.

(b) Mineral, oil, or gas leases.
(c) Land dedicated for cemetery purposes under the Health and Safety Code.
(d) A lot line adjustment between four or fewer existing adjoining parcels, where the land taken 

from one parcel is added to an adjoining parcel, and where a greater number of parcels than originally 
existed is not thereby created, if the lot line adjustment is approved by the local agency, or advisory 
agency. A local agency or advisory agency shall limit its review and approval to a determination of 
whether or not the parcels resulting from the lot line adjustment will conform to the local general 
plan, any applicable specific plan, any applicable coastal plan, and zoning and building ordinances. An 
advisory agency or local agency shall not impose conditions or exactions on its approval of a lot line 
adjustment except to conform to the local general plan, any applicable specific plan, any applicable 
coastal plan, and zoning and building ordinances, to require the prepayment of real property taxes 
prior to the approval of the lot line adjustment, or to facilitate the relocation of existing utilities, 
infrastructure, or easements. No tentative map, parcel map, or final map shall be required as a 
condition to the approval of a lot line adjustment. The lot line adjustment shall be reflected in a deed, 
which shall be recorded. No record of survey shall be required for a lot line adjustment unless 
required by Section 8762 of the Business and Professions Code. A local agency shall approve or 
disapprove a lot line adjustment pursuant to the Permit Streamlining Act (Chapter 4.5 (commencing 
with Section 65920) of Division 1).



(e) Boundary line or exchange agreements to which the State Lands Commission or a local agency 
holding a trust grant of tide and submerged lands is a party.

(f) Any separate assessment under Section 2188.7 of the Revenue and Taxation Code.
(g) The conversion of a community apartment project, as defined in Section 4105 of the Civil 

Code, to a condominium, as defined in Section 783 of the Civil Code, but only if all of the following 
requirements are met:

(1) The property was subdivided before January 1, 1982, as evidenced by a recorded deed 
creating the community apartment project.

(2) Subject to compliance with Sections 4290 and 4295 of the Civil Code, all conveyances 
and other documents necessary to effectuate the conversion shall be executed by the required number 
of owners in the project as specified in the bylaws or other organizational documents. If the bylaws or 
other organizational documents do not expressly specify the number of owners necessary to execute 
the conveyances and other documents, a majority of owners in the project shall be required to execute 
the conveyances or other documents. Conveyances and other documents executed under the 
foregoing provisions shall be binding upon and affect the interests of all parties in the project.

(3) If subdivision, as defined in Section 66424, of the property occurred after January 1, 
1964, both of the following requirements are met:

(A) A final or parcel map of that subdivision was approved by the local agency and 
recorded, with all of the conditions of that map remaining in effect after the conversion.

(B) No more than 49 percent of the units in the project were owned by any one 
person as defined in Section 17, including an incorporator or director of the community apartment 
project, on January 1, 1982.



(4) The local agency certifies that the above requirements were satisfied if the local agency, 
by ordinance, provides for that certification.

(h) The conversion of a stock cooperative, as defined in Section 4190 or 6566 of the Civil Code, to 
a condominium, as defined in Section 783 of the Civil Code, but only if all of the following 
requirements are met:

(1) The property was subdivided before January 1, 1982, as evidenced by a recorded deed 
creating the stock cooperative, an assignment of lease, or issuance of shares to a stockholder.

(2) A person renting a unit in a cooperative shall be entitled at the time of conversion to all 
tenant rights in state or local law, including, but not limited to, rights respecting first refusal, notice, 
and displacement and relocation benefits.

(3) Subject to compliance with Sections 4290 and 4295, or with Sections 6626 and 6628, of 
the Civil Code, all conveyances and other documents necessary to effectuate the conversion shall be 
executed by the required number of owners in the cooperative as specified in the bylaws or other 
organizational documents. If the bylaws or other organizational documents do not expressly specify 
the number of owners necessary to execute the conveyances and other documents, a majority of 
owners in the cooperative shall be required to execute the conveyances or other documents. 
Conveyances and other documents executed under the foregoing provisions shall be binding upon and 
affect the interests of all parties in the cooperative.

(4) If subdivision, as defined in Section 66424, of the property occurred after January 1, 
1980, both of the following requirements are met:
(A) A final or parcel map of that subdivision was approved by the local agency and recorded, with all of 
the conditions of that map remaining in effect after the conversion.
(B) No more than 49 percent of the shares in the project were owned by any one person as defined in 
Section 17, including an incorporator or director of the cooperative, on January 1, 1982.



(5) The local agency certifies that the above requirements were satisfied if the local agency, 
by ordinance, provides for that certification.

(i) The leasing of, or the granting of an easement to, a parcel of land, or any portion or portions 
thereof, in conjunction with the financing, erection, and sale or lease of a wind powered electrical 
generation device on the land, if the project is subject to discretionary action by the advisory agency or 
legislative body.

(j) The leasing or licensing of a portion of a parcel, or the granting of an easement, use permit, or 
similar right on a portion of a parcel, to a telephone corporation as defined in Section 234 of the Public 
Utilities Code, exclusively for the placement and operation of cellular radio transmission facilities, 
including, but not limited to, antennae support structures, microwave dishes, structures to house 
cellular communications transmission equipment, power sources, and other equipment incidental to 
the transmission of cellular communications, if the project is subject to discretionary action by the 
advisory agency or legislative body.

(k) Leases of agricultural land for agricultural purposes. As used in this subdivision, “agricultural 
purposes” means the cultivation of food or fiber, or the grazing or pasturing of livestock.

(l) The leasing of, or the granting of an easement to, a parcel of land, or any portion or portions 
thereof, in conjunction with the financing, erection, and sale or lease of a solar electrical generation 
device on the land, if the project is subject to review under other local agency ordinances regulating 
design and improvement or, if the project is subject to other discretionary action by the advisory 
agency or legislative body.



(m) The leasing of, or the granting of an easement to, a parcel of land or any portion or 
portions of the land in conjunction with a biogas project that uses, as part of its operation, 
agricultural waste or byproducts from the land where the project is located and reduces overall 
emissions of greenhouse gases from agricultural operations on the land if the project is subject to 
review under other local agency ordinances regulating design and improvement or if the project is 
subject to discretionary action by the advisory agency or legislative body.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 181, Sec. 56) by Stats. 2013, Ch. 605, Sec. 30. Effective 
January 1, 2014.)

66412.1.
This division shall also be inapplicable to:

(a) The financing or leasing of any parcel of land, or any portion thereof, in conjunction with 
the construction of commercial or industrial buildings on a single parcel, unless the project is not 
subject to review under other local agency ordinances regulating design and improvement.

(b) The financing or leasing of existing separate commercial or industrial buildings on a single 
parcel.

(Amended by Stats. 1982, Ch. 87, Sec. 4. Effective March 1, 1982.)



66412.6.
(a) For purposes of this division or of a local ordinance enacted pursuant thereto, any parcel 

created prior to March 4, 1972, shall be conclusively presumed to have been lawfully created if the 
parcel resulted from a division of land in which fewer than five parcels were created and if at the time 
of the creation of the parcel, there was no local ordinance in effect which regulated divisions of land 
creating fewer than five parcels.

(b) For purposes of this division or of a local ordinance enacted pursuant thereto, any parcel 
created prior to March 4, 1972, shall be conclusively presumed to have been lawfully created if any 
subsequent purchaser acquired that parcel for valuable consideration without actual or constructive 
knowledge of a violation of this division or the local ordinance. Owners of parcels or units of land 
affected by the provisions of this subdivision shall be required to obtain a certificate of compliance or a 
conditional certificate of compliance pursuant to Section 66499.35 prior to obtaining a permit or other 
grant of approval for development of the parcel or unit of land. For purposes of determining whether 
the parcel or unit of land complies with the provisions of this division and of local ordinances enacted 
pursuant thereto, as required pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 66499.35, the presumption 
declared in this subdivision shall not be operative.

(c) This section shall become operative January 1, 1995.

(Amended (as added by Stats. 1988, Ch. 1041, Sec. 2) by Stats. 1993, Ch. 500, Sec. 2. 
Effective January 1, 1994. Section operative January 1, 1995, by its own provisions.)



66424.

“Subdivision” means the division, by any subdivider, of any unit or units of improved or unimproved 
land, or any portion thereof, shown on the latest equalized county assessment roll as a unit or as 
contiguous units, for the purpose of sale, lease, or financing, whether immediate or future. Property 
shall be considered as contiguous units, even if it is separated by roads, streets, utility easement, or 
railroad rights-of-way. “Subdivision” includes a condominium project, as defined in Section 4125 or 
6542 of the Civil Code, a community apartment project, as defined in Section 4105 of the Civil Code, or 
the conversion of five or more existing dwelling units to a stock cooperative, as defined in of Section 
4190 or 6566 of the Civil Code.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 181, Sec. 57) by Stats. 2013, Ch. 605, Sec. 31. Effective 
January 1, 2014.)



66424.1.

Nothing in Section 66424 shall prevent a purchaser of a unit of land created under the provisions of 
this division or a local ordinance enacted pursuant thereto, from subdividing the land one or more 
times, pursuant to the provisions of this division prior to the time that an equalized county 
assessment roll has been completed reflecting the creation of the unit proposed to be subdivided.
Nothing contained in this chapter shall prevent the same subdivider of a unit of land created under 
the provisions of this division, or a local ordinance enacted pursuant thereto, from making 
consecutive subdivisions of the same parcel or any portion thereof.
Further, local agencies shall not, by ordinance or policy, prohibit consecutive subdivision of the same 
parcel or any portion thereof either by the same subdivider or a subsequent purchaser because the 
parcel was previously subdivided.
Nothing contained in this section shall limit the authority of a local agency to impose appropriate 
conditions or requirements on the consecutive subdivisions.

(Amended by Stats. 1986, Ch. 35, Sec. 1.)



66424.5.
(a) “Tentative map” refers to a map made for the purpose of showing the design and 

improvement of a proposed subdivision and the existing conditions in and around it and need not 
be based upon an accurate or detailed final survey of the property.
(b) “Vesting tentative map” refers to a map which meets the requirements of subdivision (a) and 
Section 66452.

(Amended by Stats. 1984, Ch. 1113, Sec. 3. Operative January 1, 1986, by Sec. 10 of Ch. 1113.)



66424.6.

(a) When a subdivision, as defined in Section 66424, is of a portion of any unit or units of 
improved or unimproved land, the subdivider may designate as a remainder that portion which is not 
divided for the purpose of sale, lease, or financing. Alternatively, the subdivider may omit entirely that 
portion of any unit of improved or unimproved land which is not divided for the purpose of sale, lease, 
or financing. If the subdivider elects to designate a remainder, the following requirements shall apply: 

(1) The designated remainder shall not be counted as a parcel for the purpose of 
determining whether a parcel or final map is required. 

(2) For a designated remainder parcel described in this subdivision, the fulfillment of 
construction requirements for improvements, including the payment of fees associated with any 
deferred improvements, shall not be required until a permit or other grant of approval for development 
of the remainder parcel is issued by the local agency or, where provided by local ordinance, until the 
construction of the improvements, including the payment of fees associated with any deferred 
improvements, is required pursuant to an agreement between the subdivider and the local agency. In 
the absence of that agreement, a local agency may require fulfillment of the construction requirements, 
including the payment of fees associated with any deferred improvements, within a reasonable time 
following approval of the final map and prior to the issuance of a permit or other grant of approval for 
the development of a remainder parcel upon a finding by the local agency that fulfillment of the 
construction requirements is necessary for reasons of: 

(A) The public health and safety; or 
(B) The required construction is a necessary prerequisite to the orderly development of 

the surrounding area. 



(b) If the subdivider elects to omit all or a portion of any unit of improved or unimproved land 
which is not divided for the purpose of sale, lease, or financing, the omitted portion shall not be counted 
as a parcel for purposes of determining whether a parcel or final map is required, and the fulfillment of 
construction requirements for offsite improvements, including the payment of fees associated with any 
deferred improvements, shall not be required until a permit or other grant of approval for development 
is issued on the omitted parcel, except where allowed pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (a). 

(c) The provisions of subdivisions (a) and (b) providing for deferral of the payment of fees 
associated with any deferred improvements shall not apply if the designated remainder or omitted 
parcel is included within the boundaries of a benefit assessment district or community facilities district. 

(d) A designated remainder or any omitted parcel may subsequently be sold without any further 
requirement of the filing of a parcel map or final map, but the local agency may require a certificate of 
compliance or conditional certificate of compliance.

(Amended by Stats. 1991, Ch. 907, Sec. 1.)



66426.

A tentative and final map shall be required for all subdivisions creating five or more parcels, five or 
more condominiums as defined in Section 783 of the Civil Code, a community apartment project 
containing five or more parcels, or for the conversion of a dwelling to a stock cooperative containing 
five or more dwelling units, except where any one of the following occurs:

(a) The land before division contains less than five acres, each parcel created by the division abuts 
upon a maintained public street or highway, and no dedications or improvements are required by the 
legislative body.

(b) Each parcel created by the division has a gross area of 20 acres or more and has an approved 
access to a maintained public street or highway.

(c) The land consists of a parcel or parcels of land having approved access to a public street or 
highway, which comprises part of a tract of land zoned for industrial or commercial development, and 
which has the approval of the governing body as to street alignments and widths.

(d) Each parcel created by the division has a gross area of not less than 40 acres or is not less than 
a quarter of a quarter section.

(e) The land being subdivided is solely for the creation of an environmental subdivision pursuant 
to Section 66418.2.

(f) A parcel map shall be required for those subdivisions described in subdivisions (a), (b), (c), (d), 
and (e).

(Amended by Stats. 2003, Ch. 76, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 2004.)



66426.5.

Any conveyance of land to or from a governmental agency, public entity, public utility, or subsidiary of 
a public utility for conveyance to that public utility for rights-of-way shall not be considered a division of 
land for purposes of computing the number of parcels. For purposes of this section, any conveyance of 
land to or from a governmental agency shall include a fee interest, a leasehold interest, an easement, or 
a license.

(Amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 382, Sec. 6. Effective January 1, 2012.)



66427.
(a) A map of a condominium project, a community apartment project, or of the conversion of 

five or more existing dwelling units to a stock cooperative project need not show the buildings or the 
manner in which the buildings or the airspace above the property shown on the map are to be 
divided, nor shall the governing body have the right to refuse approval of a parcel, tentative, or final 
map of the project on account of the design or the location of buildings on the property shown on the 
map that are not violative of local ordinances or on account of the manner in which airspace is to be 
divided in conveying the condominium.

(b) A map need not include a condominium plan or plans, as defined in Section 4120 or 6540 of 
the Civil Code, and the governing body may not refuse approval of a parcel, tentative, or final map of 
the project on account of the absence of a condominium plan.

(c) Fees and lot design requirements shall be computed and imposed with respect to those maps 
on the basis of parcels or lots of the surface of the land shown thereon as included in the project.

(d) Nothing herein shall be deemed to limit the power of the legislative body to regulate the 
design or location of buildings in a project by or pursuant to local ordinances.



(e) If the governing body has approved a parcel map or final map for the establishment of 
condominiums on property pursuant to the requirements of this division, the separation of a three-
dimensional portion or portions of the property from the remainder of the property or the division of 
that three-dimensional portion or portions into condominiums shall not constitute a further 
subdivision as defined in Section 66424, provided each of the following conditions has been satisfied:

(1) The total number of condominiums established is not increased above the number 
authorized by the local agency in approving the parcel map or final map.

(2) A perpetual estate or an estate for years in the remainder of the property is held by the 
condominium owners in undivided interests in common, or by an association as defined in Section 
4100 or 6528 of the Civil Code, and the duration of the estate in the remainder of the property is the 
same as the duration of the estate in the condominiums.

(3) The three-dimensional portion or portions of property are described on a condominium 
plan or plans, as defined in Section 4120 or 6540 of the Civil Code.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 181, Sec. 58) by Stats. 2013, Ch. 605, Sec. 32. Effective 
January 1, 2014.)



66428.
(a) Local ordinances may require a tentative map where a parcel map is required by this chapter. 

A parcel map shall be required for subdivisions as to which a final or parcel map is not otherwise 
required by this chapter, unless the preparation of the parcel map is waived by local ordinance as 
provided in this section. A parcel map shall not be required for either of the following:

(1) Subdivisions of a portion of the operating right-of-way of a railroad corporation, as 
defined by Section 230 of the Public Utilities Code, that are created by short-term leases (terminable 
by either party on not more than 30 days’ notice in writing).

(2) Land conveyed to or from a governmental agency, public entity, public utility, or for land 
conveyed to a subsidiary of a public utility for conveyance to that public utility for rights-of-way, unless 
a showing is made in individual cases, upon substantial evidence, that public policy necessitates a 
parcel map. For purposes of this subdivision, land conveyed to or from a governmental agency shall 
include a fee interest, a leasehold interest, an easement, or a license.

(b) A local agency shall, by ordinance, provide a procedure for waiving the requirement for a 
parcel map, imposed by this division, including the requirements for a parcel map imposed by Section 
66426. The procedure may include provisions for waiving the requirement for a tentative and final map 
for the construction of a condominium project on a single parcel. The ordinance shall require a finding 
by the legislative body or advisory agency, that the proposed division of land complies with 
requirements established by this division or local ordinance enacted pursuant thereto as to area, 
improvement and design, floodwater drainage control, appropriate improved public roads, sanitary 
disposal facilities, water supply availability, environmental protection, and other requirements of this 
division or local ordinance enacted pursuant thereto. In any case, where the requirement for a parcel 
map is waived by local ordinance pursuant to this section, a tentative map may be required by local 
ordinance.



(c) If a local ordinance does not require a tentative map where a parcel map is required by this 
division, the subdivider shall have the option of submitting a tentative map, or if he or she desires to 
obtain the rights conferred by Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 66498.1), a vesting tentative map.

(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 210, Sec. 16. Effective January 1, 2014.)



66434.

The final map shall be prepared by or under the direction of a registered civil engineer or licensed land 
surveyor, shall be based upon a survey, and shall conform to all of the following provisions:

(a) It shall be legibly drawn, printed, or reproduced by a process guaranteeing a permanent record 
in black on tracing cloth or polyester base film. Certificates, affidavits, and acknowledgments may be 
legibly stamped or printed upon the map with opaque ink. If ink is used on polyester base film, the ink 
surface shall be coated with a suitable substance to assure permanent legibility.

(b) The size of each sheet shall be 18 by 26 inches or 460 by 660 millimeters. A marginal line shall 
be drawn completely around each sheet, leaving an entirely blank margin of one inch or 025 
millimeters. The scale of the map shall be large enough to show all details clearly and enough sheets 
shall be used to accomplish this end. The particular number of the sheet and the total number of sheets 
comprising the map shall be stated on each of the sheets, and its relation to each adjoining sheet shall 
be clearly shown.

(c) All survey and mathematical information and data necessary to locate all monuments and to 
locate and retrace any and all interior and exterior boundary lines appearing on the map shall be 
shown, including bearings and distances of straight lines, and radii and arc length or chord bearings and 
length for all curves, and any information that may be necessary to determine the location of the 
centers of curves and ties to existing monuments used to establish the subdivision boundaries.

(d) Each parcel shall be numbered or lettered and each block may be numbered or lettered. Each 
street shall be named or otherwise designated. The subdivision number shall be shown together with 
the description of the real property being subdivided.



(e)
(1) The exterior boundary of the land included within the subdivision shall be indicated by distinctive 

symbols and clearly so designated. The exterior boundary of the land included within the subdivision shall not 
include a designated remainder or omitted parcel that is designated or omitted under Section 66424.6. The 
designated remainder or omitted parcel shall be labeled as a designated remainder parcel or omitted parcel. The 
map shall show the definite location of the subdivision, and particularly its relation to surrounding surveys.

(2) If the map includes a “designated remainder” parcel, and the gross area of the “designated 
remainder” parcel or similar parcel is five acres or more, that remainder parcel need not be shown on the map 
and its location need not be indicated as a matter of survey, but only by deed reference to the existing 
boundaries of the remainder parcel.

(3) A parcel designated as “not a part” shall be deemed to be a “designated remainder” for purposes 
of this section.

(f) On and after January 1, 1987, no additional requirements shall be included that do not affect record 
title interests. However, the map shall contain a notation or reference to additional information required by a 
local ordinance adopted pursuant to Section 66434.2.

(g) Any public streets or public easements to be left in effect after the subdivision shall be adequately 
delineated on the map. The filing of the final map shall constitute abandonment of all public streets and public 
easements not shown on the map, provided that a written notation of each abandonment is listed by reference 
to the recording data or other official record creating these public streets or public easements and certified to on 
the map by the clerk of the legislative body or the designee of the legislative body approving the map. Before a 
public easement vested in another public entity may be abandoned pursuant to this section, that public entity 
shall receive notice of the proposed abandonment. No public easement vested in another public entity shall be 
abandoned pursuant to this section if that public entity objects to the proposed abandonment.

(Amended by Stats. 2009, Ch. 332, Sec. 72. Effective January 1, 2010.)



66434.1.
In the event that an owner’s development lien has been created pursuant to the provisions of Article 

2.5 (commencing with Section 17430) of Chapter 4 of Part 10.5 of the Education Code on the real 
property or portion thereof subject to the final map, a notice shall be placed on the face of the final 
map specifically referencing the book and page in the county recorder’s office in which the resolution 
creating the owner’s development lien was recorded. The notice shall state that the property 
subdivided is subject to an owner’s development lien and that each parcel created by the recordation of 
the final map shall be subject to a prorated amount of the owner’s development lien on a per acre or 
portion thereof basis.
(Amended by Stats. 2001, Ch. 176, Sec. 27. Effective January 1, 2002.)

66434.2.
(a) On or after January 1, 1987, a city or county may, by ordinance, require additional information 

to be filed or recorded simultaneously with a final or parcel map. The additional information shall be in 
the form of a separate document or an additional map sheet which shall indicate its relationship to the 
final or parcel map, and shall contain a statement that the additional information is for informational 
purposes, describing conditions as of the date of filing, and is not intended to affect record title interest. 
The document or additional map sheet may also contain a notation that the additional information is 
derived from public records or reports, and does not imply the correctness or sufficiency of those 
records or reports by the preparer of the document or additional map sheet.

(b) Additional survey and map information may include, but need not be limited to: building 
setback lines, flood hazard zones, seismic lines and setbacks, geologic mapping, and archaeological 
sites.
(Added by Stats. 1985, Ch. 883, Sec. 2.)



66436.
(a) A statement, signed and acknowledged by all parties having any record title interest in the 

subdivided real property, consenting to the preparation and recordation of the final map is required, 
except in the following circumstances:

(1) A lien for state, county, municipal, or local taxes or special assessments, a trust interest 
under bond indentures, or mechanics’ liens do not constitute a record title interest in land for the 
purpose of this chapter or any local ordinance.

(2) The signature of either the holder of beneficial interests under trust deeds or the trustee 
under the trust deeds, but not both, may be omitted. The signature of either shall constitute a full and 
complete subordination of the lien of the deed of trust to the map and any interest created by the map.

(3) Signatures of parties owning the following types of interests may be omitted if their 
names and the nature of their respective interests are stated on the final map:

(A)
(i) Rights-of-way, easements or other interests which cannot ripen into a fee, 

except those owned by a public entity, public utility, or subsidiary of a public utility for conveyance to 
the public utility for rights-of-way. If, however, the legislative body or advisory agency determines that 
division and development of the property in the manner set forth on the approved or conditionally 
approved tentative map will not unreasonably interfere with the free and complete exercise of the 
public entity or public utility right-of-way or easement, the signature of the public entity or public utility 
may be omitted. Where that determination is made, the subdivider shall send, by certified mail, a 
sketch of the proposed final map, together with a copy of this section, to any public entity or public 
utility which has previously acquired a right-of-way or easement.



(ii) If the public entity or utility objects to either recording the final map without its 
signature or the determination of the legislative body or advisory agency that the division and 
development of the property will not unreasonably interfere with the full and complete exercise of its 
right-of-way or easement, it shall so notify the subdivider and the legislative body or advisory agency 
within 30 days after receipt of the materials from the subdivider.

(iii) If the public entity or utility objects to recording the final map without its 
signature, the public entity or utility so objecting may affix its signature to the final map within 30 days of 
filing its objection with the legislative body or advisory agency.

(iv) If the public entity or utility either does not file an objection with the 
legislative body or advisory agency or fails to affix its signature within 30 days of filing its objection to 
recording the map without its signature, the local agency may record the final map without the 
signature.

(v) If the public entity or utility files an objection to the determination of the 
legislative body or advisory agency that the division and development of the property will not 
unreasonably interfere with the exercise of its right-of-way or easement, the legislative body or advisory 
agency shall set the matter for public hearing to be held not less than 10 nor more than 30 days of 
receipt of the objection. At the hearing, the public entity or public utility shall present evidence in 
support of its position that the division and development of the property will unreasonably interfere 
with the free and complete exercise of the objector’s right-of-way or easement.



(vi) If the legislative body or advisory agency finds, following the hearing, that the 
development and division will in fact unreasonably interfere with the free and complete exercise of the 
objector’s right-of-way or easement, it shall set forth those conditions whereby the unreasonable 
interference will be eliminated and upon compliance with those conditions by the subdivider, the final 
map may be recorded with or without the signature of the objector. If the legislative body or advisory 
agency finds that the development and division will in fact not unreasonably interfere with the free and 
complete exercise of the objector’s right-of-way or easement, the final map may be recorded without 
the signature of the objector, notwithstanding the objections.

(vii) Failure of the public entity or public utility to file an objection pursuant to this 
section shall in no way affect its rights under a right-of-way or easement.
(viii) No fee shall be charged by a public entity, public utility, subsidiary of a public utility, or objector for 
signing, omitting a signature, or objecting pursuant to this section.

(B) Rights-of-way, easements, or reversions, which by reason of changed conditions, 
long disuse, or laches appear to be no longer of practical use or value and signatures are impossible or 
impractical to obtain. A statement of the circumstances preventing the procurement of the signatures 
shall also be stated on the map.

(C) Interests in, or rights to, minerals, including but not limited to, oil, gas, or other 
hydrocarbon substances.

(4) Real property originally patented by the United States or by the State of California, which 
original patent reserved interest to either or both of those entities, may be included in the final map 
without the consent of the United States or the State of California to the map or to dedications made by 
it.



(b) No monetary liability shall be incurred by, and no cause of action shall arise against, a local 
agency, a party, the subdivider, the subdivider’s agent, or the engineer or land surveyor who prepared 
the map, on account of the omission of any signature, which omission is authorized by this section.

(c) A notary acknowledgment shall be deemed complete for recording without the official seal of 
the notary, so long as the name of the notary, the county of the notary’s principal place of business, and 
the notary’s commission expiration date are typed or printed below or immediately adjacent to the 
notary’s signature in the acknowledgment.

(Amended by Stats. 1989, Ch. 847, Sec. 5.)



66439.
(a) Dedications of, or offers to dedicate interests in, real property for specified public purposes 

shall be made by a statement on the final map, signed and acknowledged by those parties having any 
record title interest in the real property being subdivided, subject to the provisions of Section 66436.

(b) In the event any street shown on a final map is not offered for dedication, the statement may 
contain a declaration to this effect. If the statement appears on the final map and if the map is approved 
by the legislative body, the use of the street or streets by the public shall be permissive only.

(c) An offer of dedication of real property for street or public utility easement purposes shall be 
deemed not to include any public utility facilities located on or under the real property unless, and only 
to the extent that, an intent to dedicate the facilities is expressly declared in the statement.

(d)
(1) If a subdivider is required under this division or any other provision of law to make a 

dedication for specified public purposes on a final map, the local agency shall specify whether the 
dedication is to be in fee for public purposes or an easement for public purposes.

(2) If the dedication is required to be in fee for public purposes, the subdivider shall include 
the following language in the dedication clause on the final map or any separate instrument: “The real 
property described below is dedicated in fee for public purposes: (here insert a description of the 
dedicated property that is adequate to convey the property).”

(3) If the dedication is required to be an easement for public purposes, the subdivider shall 
include the following language in the dedication clause on the final map or any separate instrument: 
“The real property described below is dedicated as an easement for public purposes: (here insert a 
description of the easement that is adequate to convey the dedicated property).”

(Amended by Stats. 2009, Ch. 332, Sec. 73. Effective January 1, 2010.)



66440.
The final map shall contain a certificate or statement for execution by the clerk of each approving 

legislative body stating that the body approved the map and accepted, accepted subject to 
improvement, or rejected, on behalf of the public, any real property offered for dedication for public 
use in conformity with the terms of the offer of dedication.
(Amended by Stats. 1987, Ch. 982, Sec. 6.)

66441.
A statement by the engineer or surveyor responsible for the survey and final map is required. His or 

her statement shall give the date of the survey, state that the survey and final map were made by him 
or her or under his or her direction, and that the survey is true and complete as shown.
The statement shall also state that all the monuments are of the character and occupy the positions 
indicated, or that they will be set in those positions on or before a specified later date. The statement 
shall also state that the monuments are, or will be, sufficient to enable the survey to be retraced.
(Amended by Stats. 1987, Ch. 982, Sec. 7.)



66442.
(a) If a subdivision for which a final map is required lies within an unincorporated area, a certificate or 

statement by the county surveyor is required. If a subdivision lies within a city, a certificate or statement by the 
city engineer or city surveyor is required. The appropriate official shall sign, date, and, below or immediately 
adjacent to the signature, indicate his or her registration or license number and the stamp of his or her seal, 
state that:

(1) He or she has examined the map.
(2) The subdivision as shown is substantially the same as it appeared on the tentative map, and any 

approved alterations thereof.
(3) All provisions of this chapter and of any local ordinances applicable at the time of approval of the 

tentative map have been complied with.
(4) He or she is satisfied that the map is technically correct.

(b) City or county engineers registered as civil engineers after January 1, 1982, shall only be qualified to 
certify the statements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of subdivision (a). The statement specified in paragraph (4) 
shall only be certified by a person authorized to practice land surveying pursuant to the Professional Land 
Surveyors’ Act (Chapter 15 (commencing with Section 8700) of Division 3 of the Business and Professions Code) 
or a person registered as a civil engineer prior to January 1, 1982, pursuant to the Professional Engineers’ Act 
(Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 6700) of Division 3 of the Business and Professions Code). The county 
surveyor, the city surveyor, or the city engineer, as the case may be, or other public official or employee qualified 
and authorized to perform the functions of one of those officials, shall complete and file with his or her 
legislative body his or her certificate or statement, as required by this section, within 20 days from the time the 
final map is submitted to him or her by the subdivider for approval.

(c) As used in this section, “certificate,” “certify,” and “certified” shall have the same meaning as provided 
in Sections 6735.5 and 8770.6 of the Business and Professions Code.
(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 330, Sec. 15. Effective January 1, 2013.)



66442.5.
The following statements shall appear on a final map:

Engineer’s or Surveyor’s statement:

This map was prepared by me or under my direction and is based upon a field survey in conformance 
with the requirements of the Subdivision Map Act and local ordinance at the request of (name of person 
authorizing map) on (date). I hereby state that all the monuments are of the character and occupy the 
positions indicated or that they will be set in those positions before (date), and that the monuments are, 
or will be, sufficient to enable the survey to be retraced, and that this final map substantially conforms to 
the conditionally approved tentative map. 

…………………………………………………

Recorder’s certificate or statement.
…………………………………………………

(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 210, Sec. 17. Effective January 1, 2014.)

66443.
In addition to the certificates, statements, and acknowledgments required herein for final maps, the 

maps shall contain other certificates and acknowledgments as are required by local ordinance.

(Amended by Stats. 1988, Ch. 1408, Sec. 7.)



66445.
The parcel map shall be prepared by, or under the direction of, a registered civil engineer or licensed land 
surveyor, shall show the location of streets and property lines bounding the property, and shall conform to all of 
the following provisions:

(a) It shall be legibly drawn, printed, or reproduced by a process guaranteeing a permanent record in black 
on tracing cloth or polyester base film. Certificates or statements, affidavits, and acknowledgments may be 
legibly stamped or printed upon the map with opaque ink. If ink is used on polyester base film, the ink surface 
shall be coated with a suitable substance to assure permanent legibility.

(b) The size of each sheet shall be 18 by 26 inches or 460 by 660 millimeters. A marginal line shall be 
drawn completely around each sheet, leaving an entirely blank margin of one inch or 025 millimeters. The scale 
of the map shall be large enough to show all details clearly and enough sheets shall be used to accomplish this 
end. The particular number of the sheet and the total number of sheets comprising the map shall be stated on 
each of the sheets, and its relation to each adjoining sheet shall be clearly shown.

(c) Each parcel shall be numbered or lettered and each block may be numbered or lettered. Each street 
shall be named or otherwise designated. The subdivision number shall be shown together with the description 
of the real property being subdivided.

(d) (1) The exterior boundary of the land included within the subdivision shall be indicated by 
distinctive symbols and clearly so designated. The exterior boundary of the land included within the subdivision 
shall not include a designated remainder or omitted parcel that is designated or omitted under Section 66424.6. 
The designated remainder parcel or omitted parcel shall be labeled as a designated remainder parcel or an 
omitted parcel.

(2) The map shall show the location of each parcel and its relation to surrounding surveys. If the 
map includes a “designated remainder” parcel or similar parcel, and the gross area of the “designated 
remainder” parcel or similar parcel is five acres or more, that remainder parcel need not be shown on the map 
and its location need not be indicated as a matter of survey, but only by deed reference to the existing 
boundaries of the remainder parcel.



(3) A parcel designated as “not a part” shall be deemed to be a “designated remainder” for 
purposes of this section.

(e) Subject to the provisions of Section 66436, a statement, signed and acknowledged by all 
parties having any record title interest in the real property subdivided, consenting to the preparation 
and recordation of the parcel map is required, except that less inclusive requirements may be provided 
by local ordinance.
With respect to a division of land into four or fewer parcels, where dedications or offers of dedications 
are not required, the statement shall be signed and acknowledged by the subdivider only. If the 
subdivider does not have a record title ownership interest in the property to be divided, the local 
agency may require that the subdivider provide the local agency with satisfactory evidence that the 
persons with record title ownership have consented to the proposed division. For purposes of this 
paragraph, “record title ownership” means fee title of record unless a leasehold interest is to be 
divided, in which case “record title ownership” means ownership of record of the leasehold interest. 
Record title ownership does not include ownership of mineral rights or other subsurface interests that 
have been severed from ownership of the surface.

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, local agencies may require that those 
statements and acknowledgments required pursuant to subdivision (e) be made by separate instrument 
to be recorded concurrently with the parcel map being filed for record.

(g) On and after January 1, 1987, no additional survey and map requirements shall be included on 
a parcel map that do not affect record title interests. However, the map shall contain a notation of 
reference to survey and map information required by a local ordinance adopted pursuant to Section 
66434.2..)



(h) Whenever a certificate or acknowledgment is made by separate instrument, there shall 
appear on the parcel map a reference to the separately recorded document. This reference shall be 
completed by the county recorder pursuant to Section 66468.1.

(i) If a field survey was performed, the parcel map shall contain a statement by the engineer or 
surveyor responsible for the preparation of the map that states that all monuments are of the 
character and occupy the positions indicated, or that they will be set in those positions on or before a 
specified date, and that the monuments are, or will be, sufficient to enable the survey to be retraced.

(j) Any public streets or public easements to be left in effect after the subdivision shall be 
adequately delineated on the map. The filing of the parcel map shall constitute abandonment of all 
public streets and public easements not shown on the map, provided that a written notation of each 
abandonment is listed by reference to the recording data or other official record creating these public 
streets or public easements and certified to on the map by the clerk of the legislative body or the 
designee of the legislative body approving the map. Before a public easement vested in another public 
entity may be abandoned pursuant to this section, that public entity shall receive notice of the 
proposed abandonment. No public easement vested in another public entity shall be abandoned 
pursuant to this section if that public entity objects to the proposed abandonment.

(Amended by Stats. 2009, Ch. 332, Sec. 74. Effective January 1, 2010



66447.
(a) If dedications or offers of dedication are required, they may be made either by a statement on 

the parcel map or by separate instrument, as provided by local ordinance. If dedications or offers of 
dedication are made by separate instrument, the dedications or offers of dedication shall be recorded 
concurrently with, or prior to, the parcel map being filed for record.

(b) The dedication or offers of dedication, whether by statement or separate instrument, shall be 
signed by the same parties and in the same manner as set forth in Section 66439 for dedications by a 
final map.

(c)
(1) If a subdivider is required under this division or any other provision of law to make a 

dedication for specified public purposes on a parcel map, the local agency shall specify whether the 
dedication is to be in fee for public purposes or an easement for public purposes.

(2) If the dedication is required to be in fee for public purposes, the subdivider shall include 
the following language in the dedication clause on the parcel map or any separate instrument: “The real 
property described below is dedicated in fee for public purposes: (here insert a description of the 
dedicated property that is adequate to convey the property).”

(3) If the dedication is required to be an easement for public purposes, the subdivider shall 
include the following language in the dedication clause on the parcel map or any separate instrument: 
“The real property described below is dedicated as an easement for public purposes: (here insert a 
description of the easement that is adequate to convey the dedicated property).”

(Amended by Stats. 2009, Ch. 332, Sec. 75. Effective January 1, 2010.)



66448.
In all cases where a parcel map is required, the parcel map shall be based upon a field survey made in 

conformity with the Land Surveyors Act when required by local ordinance, or, in absence of that 
requirement, shall be based either upon a field survey made in conformity with the Land Surveyors Act 
or be compiled from recorded or filed data when sufficient recorded or filed survey monumentation 
presently exists to enable the retracement of the exterior boundary lines of the parcel map and the 
establishment of the interior parcel or lot lines of the parcel map.

(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 643, Sec. 21. Effective January 1, 2007.)



66451.10.
(a) Notwithstanding Section 66424, except as is otherwise provided for in this article, two or more 

contiguous parcels or units of land which have been created under the provisions of this division, or any 
prior law regulating the division of land, or a local ordinance enacted pursuant thereto, or which were 
not subject to those provisions at the time of their creation, shall not be deemed merged by virtue of 
the fact that the contiguous parcels or units are held by the same owner, and no further proceeding 
under the provisions of this division or a local ordinance enacted pursuant thereto shall be required for 
the purpose of sale, lease, or financing of the contiguous parcels or units, or any of them.

(b) This article shall provide the sole and exclusive authority for local agency initiated merger of 
contiguous parcels. On and after January 1, 1984, parcels may be merged by local agencies only in 
accordance with the authority and procedures prescribed by this article. This exclusive authority does 
not, however, abrogate or limit the authority of a local agency or a subdivider with respect to the 
following procedures within this division:

(1) Lot line adjustments.
(2) Amendment or correction of a final or parcel map.
(3) Reversions to acreage.
(4) Exclusions.
(5) Tentative, parcel, or final maps which create fewer parcels.

(Amended by Stats. 1986, Ch. 727, Sec. 1. Effective September 15, 1986.)



66452.

(a) A tentative map shall be filed with the clerk of the advisory agency or, if there is no advisory 
agency, with the clerk of the legislative body, or with any other officer or employee of the local agency 
as may be designated by local ordinance.

(b) A vesting tentative map shall be filed and processed in the same manner as a tentative map 
except as otherwise provided by this division or by a local ordinance adopted pursuant to this division.

(c) At the time a vesting tentative map is filed it shall have printed conspicuously on its face the 
words “Vesting Tentative Map.”

(Amended by Stats. 1984, Ch. 1113, Sec. 5. Operative January 1, 1986, by Sec. 10 of Ch. 1113.)



66452.6.
(a)

(1) An approved or conditionally approved tentative map shall expire 24 months after its approval or 
conditional approval, or after any additional period of time as may be prescribed by local ordinance, not to 
exceed an additional 12 months. However, if the subdivider is required to expend two hundred thirty-six 
thousand seven hundred ninety dollars ($236,790) or more to construct, improve, or finance the construction 
or improvement of public improvements outside the property boundaries of the tentative map, excluding 
improvements of public rights-of-way which abut the boundary of the property to be subdivided and which are 
reasonably related to the development of that property, each filing of a final map authorized by Section 66456.1 
shall extend the expiration of the approved or conditionally approved tentative map by 36 months from the 
date of its expiration, as provided in this section, or the date of the previously filed final map, whichever is later. 
The extensions shall not extend the tentative map more than 10 years from its approval or conditional approval. 
However, a tentative map on property subject to a development agreement authorized by Article 2.5 
(commencing with Section 65864) of Chapter 4 of Division 1 may be extended for the period of time provided 
for in the agreement, but not beyond the duration of the agreement. The number of phased final maps that 
may be filed shall be determined by the advisory agency at the time of the approval or conditional approval of 
the tentative map.

(2) Commencing January 1, 2012, and each calendar year thereafter, the amount of two hundred 
thirty-six thousand seven hundred ninety dollars ($236,790) shall be annually increased by operation of law 
according to the adjustment for inflation set forth in the statewide cost index for class B construction, as 
determined by the State Allocation Board at its January meeting. The effective date of each annual adjustment 
shall be March 1. The adjusted amount shall apply to tentative and vesting tentative maps whose applications 
were received after the effective date of the adjustment.



(3) “Public improvements,” as used in this subdivision, include traffic controls, streets, roads, 
highways, freeways, bridges, overcrossings, street interchanges, flood control or storm drain facilities, 
sewer facilities, water facilities, and lighting facilities.

(b)
(1) The period of time specified in subdivision (a), including any extension thereof granted 

pursuant to subdivision (e), shall not include any period of time during which a development 
moratorium, imposed after approval of the tentative map, is in existence. However, the length of the 
moratorium shall not exceed five years.

(2) The length of time specified in paragraph (1) shall be extended for up to three years, but 
in no event beyond January 1, 1992, during the pendency of any lawsuit in which the subdivider asserts, 
and the local agency which approved or conditionally approved the tentative map denies, the existence 
or application of a development moratorium to the tentative map.

(3) Once a development moratorium is terminated, the map shall be valid for the same 
period of time as was left to run on the map at the time that the moratorium was imposed. However, if 
the remaining time is less than 120 days, the map shall be valid for 120 days following the termination 
of the moratorium.



(c) The period of time specified in subdivision (a), including any extension thereof granted pursuant 
to subdivision (e), shall not include the period of time during which a lawsuit involving the approval or 
conditional approval of the tentative map is or was pending in a court of competent jurisdiction, if the 
stay of the time period is approved by the local agency pursuant to this section. After service of the initial 
petition or complaint in the lawsuit upon the local agency, the subdivider may apply to the local agency 
for a stay pursuant to the local agency’s adopted procedures. Within 40 days after receiving the 
application, the local agency shall either stay the time period for up to five years or deny the requested 
stay. The local agency may, by ordinance, establish procedures for reviewing the requests, including, but 
not limited to, notice and hearing requirements, appeal procedures, and other administrative 
requirements.

(d) The expiration of the approved or conditionally approved tentative map shall terminate all 
proceedings and no final map or parcel map of all or any portion of the real property included within the 
tentative map shall be filed with the legislative body without first processing a new tentative map. Once a 
timely filing is made, subsequent actions of the local agency, including, but not limited to, processing, 
approving, and recording, may lawfully occur after the date of expiration of the tentative map. Delivery to 
the county surveyor or city engineer shall be deemed a timely filing for purposes of this section.
January 1, 2012.)



(e) Upon application of the subdivider filed prior to the expiration of the approved or conditionally 
approved tentative map, the time at which the map expires pursuant to subdivision (a) may be extended 
by the legislative body or by an advisory agency authorized to approve or conditionally approve tentative 
maps for a period or periods not exceeding a total of six years. The period of extension specified in this 
subdivision shall be in addition to the period of time provided by subdivision (a). Prior to the expiration 
of an approved or conditionally approved tentative map, upon an application by the subdivider to extend 
that map, the map shall automatically be extended for 60 days or until the application for the extension 
is approved, conditionally approved, or denied, whichever occurs first. If the advisory agency denies a 
subdivider’s application for an extension, the subdivider may appeal to the legislative body within 15 
days after the advisory agency has denied the extension.

(f) For purposes of this section, a development moratorium includes a water or sewer moratorium, 
or a water and sewer moratorium, as well as other actions of public agencies which regulate land use, 
development, or the provision of services to the land, including the public agency with the authority to 
approve or conditionally approve the tentative map, which thereafter prevents, prohibits, or delays the 
approval of a final or parcel map. A development moratorium shall also be deemed to exist for purposes 
of this section for any period of time during which a condition imposed by the city or county could not 
be satisfied because of either of the following:

(1) The condition was one that, by its nature, necessitated action by the city or county, and 
the city or county either did not take the necessary action or by its own action or inaction was prevented 
or delayed in taking the necessary action prior to expiration of the tentative map.



(2) The condition necessitates acquisition of real property or any interest in real property 
from a public agency, other than the city or county that approved or conditionally approved the tentative 
map, and that other public agency fails or refuses to convey the property interest necessary to satisfy the 
condition. However, nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to require any public agency to convey 
any interest in real property owned by it. A development moratorium specified in this paragraph shall be 
deemed to have been imposed either on the date of approval or conditional approval of the tentative 
map, if evidence was included in the public record that the public agency which owns or controls the real 
property or any interest therein may refuse to convey that property or interest, or on the date that the 
public agency which owns or controls the real property or any interest therein receives an offer by the 
subdivider to purchase that property or interest for fair market value, whichever is later. A development 
moratorium specified in this paragraph shall extend the tentative map up to the maximum period as set 
forth in subdivision (b), but not later than January 1, 1992, so long as the public agency which owns or 
controls the real property or any interest therein fails or refuses to convey the necessary property 
interest, regardless of the reason for the failure or refusal, except that the development moratorium 
shall be deemed to terminate 60 days after the public agency has officially made, and communicated to 
the subdivider, a written offer or commitment binding on the agency to convey the necessary property 
interest for a fair market value, paid in a reasonable time and manner.

(Amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 382, Sec. 7.5. Effective



66456.
After the approval or conditional approval of the tentative map and prior to the expiration of such map, 

the subdivider may cause the real property included within the map, or any part thereof, to be surveyed 
and a final map thereof prepared in accordance with the approved or conditionally approved tentative 
map.
(Added by Stats. 1974, Ch. 1536.)

66456.1.
Multiple final maps relating to an approved or conditionally approved tentative map may be filed prior 

to the expiration of the tentative map if: 
(a) the subdivider, at the time the tentative map is filed, informs the advisory agency of the 

local agency of the subdivider’s intention to file multiple final maps on such tentative map, or 
(b) after filing of the tentative map, the local agency and the subdivider concur in the filing of 

multiple final maps. In providing such notice, the subdivider shall not be required to define the number 
or configuration of the proposed multiple final maps. The filing of a final map on a portion of an 
approved or conditionally approved tentative map shall not invalidate any part of such tentative map. 

The right of the subdivider to file multiple final maps shall not limit the authority of the local agency to 
impose reasonable conditions relating to the filing of multiple final maps.

(Amended by Stats. 1982, Ch. 87, Sec. 18. Effective March 1, 1982.)



66462.5.
(a) A city, county, or city and county shall not postpone or refuse approval of a final map because the 

subdivider has failed to meet a tentative map condition which requires the subdivider to construct or install 
offsite improvements on land in which neither the subdivider nor the local agency has sufficient title or interest, 
including an easement or license, at the time the final map is filed with the local agency, to permit the 
improvements to be made. In such cases, unless the city, county, or city and county requires the subdivider to 
enter into an agreement pursuant to subdivision (c), the city, county or city and county shall, within 120 days of 
the filing of the final map, pursuant to Section 66457, acquire by negotiation or commence proceedings 
pursuant to Title 7 (commencing with Section 1230.010) of Part 3 of the Code of Civil Procedure to acquire an 
interest in the land which will permit the improvements to be made, including proceedings for immediate 
possession of the property under Article 3 (commencing with Section 1255.410) of Chapter 6 of that title.

(b) If a city, county, or city and county has not required the subdivider to enter into an agreement 
pursuant to subdivision (c) and if a city, county, or city and county fails to meet the 120-day time limitation, the 
condition for construction of offsite improvements shall be conclusively deemed to be waived. The waiver shall 
occur whether or not the city, county, or city and county has postponed or refused approval of the final map 
pursuant to subdivision (a).

(c) Prior to approval of the final map the city, county, or city and county may require the subdivider to 
enter into an agreement to complete the improvements pursuant to Section 66462 at such time as the city, 
county, or city and county acquires an interest in the land that will permit the improvements to be made.

(d) Nothing in this section precludes a city, county, or city and county from requiring a subdivider to pay 
the cost of acquiring offsite real property interests required in connection with a subdivision.

(e) “Offsite improvements,” as used in this section, does not include improvements that are necessary to 
assure replacement or construction of housing for persons and families of low or moderate income, as defined 
in Section 50093 of the Health and Safety Code.

(Amended by Stats. 2003, Ch. 728, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2004.)



66469.

After a final map or parcel map is filed in the office of the county recorder, it may be amended by a 
certificate of correction or an amending map for any of the following purposes:

(a) To correct an error in any course or distance shown thereon.
(b) To show any course or distance that was omitted therefrom.
(c) To correct an error in the description of the real property shown on the map.
(d) To indicate monuments set after the death, disability, retirement from practice, or replacement of 

the engineer or surveyor charged with responsibilities for setting monuments.
(e) To show the proper location or character of any monument which has been changed in location 

or character originally was shown at the wrong location or incorrectly as to its character.
(f) To correct any additional information filed or recorded pursuant to Section 66434.2, if the 

correction does not impose any additional burden on the present fee owners of the real property and does 
not alter any right, title, or interest in the real property reflected on the recorded map.

(g) To correct any other type of map error or omission as approved by the county surveyor or city 
engineer that does not affect any property right, including, but not limited to, lot numbers, acreage, street 
names, and identification of adjacent record maps.

As used in this section, “error” does not include changes in courses or distances from which an error is not 
ascertainable from the data shown on the final or parcel map.

(Amended by Stats. 2001, Ch. 176, Sec. 32. Effective January 1, 2002.)



66470.

The amending map or certificate of correction shall be prepared and signed by a registered civil 
engineer or licensed land surveyor. An amending map shall conform to the requirements of Section 
66434, if a final map, or subdivisions (a) to (d), inclusive, and (f) to (i), inclusive, of Section 66445, if a 
parcel map. The amending map or certificate of correction shall set forth in detail the corrections made 
and show the names of the fee owners of the real property affected by the correction or omission on the 
date of the filing or recording of the original recorded map. Upon recordation of a certificate of 
correction, the county recorder shall within 60 days of recording transmit a certified copy to the county 
surveyor or county engineer who shall maintain an index of recorded certificates of correction.

The county recorder may charge a fee, in addition to the fee charged for recording the certificate of 
correction, which shall be transmitted to the county surveyor or the county engineer, as compensation 
for the cost of maintaining an index of recorded certificates of correction. The amount of this additional 
fee shall not exceed the fee which is charged for recording the certificate of correction.
If the property affected by a map is located within a city, the county recorder shall, upon request of the 
city engineer, provide copies of recorded certificates of correction to the city engineer.

(Amended by Stats. 2001, Ch. 176, Sec. 33. Effective January 1, 2002.)



66471.

(a) If the subdivision is in unincorporated territory, the county surveyor shall examine the 
amending map or certificate of correction and if the only changes made are those set forth in Section 
66469, he or she shall certify to this fact on the amending map or certificate of correction. If the 
subdivision is in the city, such examination and certification shall be by the city surveyor or city 
engineer.

(b) As to a certificate of correction, the county surveyor, city surveyor, or city engineer shall have 
20 working days in which to examine the certificate of correction for compliance with Sections 66469 
and 66470, endorse a statement on it of his or her examination and certification, and present it to the 
county recorder for recordation. In the event the submitted certificate of correction fails to comply with 
Sections 66469 and 66470, the county surveyor, city surveyor, or city engineer shall return it within the 
same 20 working days to the person who presented it, together with a written statement of the 
changes necessary to make it conform to the requirements of Sections 66469 and 66470. The licensed 
land surveyor or registered civil engineer submitting the certificate of correction may then make the 
changes in compliance with Sections 66469 and 66470 and resubmit the certificate of correction to the 
county surveyor, city surveyor, or city engineer for approval. The county surveyor, city surveyor, or city 
engineer shall have 10 working days after resubmission and approval of the certificate of correction to 
present it to the county recorder for recordation.

(Amended by Stats. 1992, Ch. 634, Sec. 3. Effective January 1, 1993.)



66472.
The amending map or certificate of correction certified by the county surveyor, city surveyor, or city 

engineer shall be filed or recorded in the office of the county recorder in which the original map was 
filed. Upon that filing or recordation, the county recorder shall index the names of the fee owners of the 
real property reflected on the original recorded map, and the appropriate tract designation shown on 
the amending map or certificate of correction in the general index and map index respectively. 
Thereupon, the original map shall be deemed to have been conclusively so corrected, and thereafter 
shall impart constructive notice of all those corrections in the same manner as though set forth upon 
the original map.
(Amended by Stats. 2001, Ch. 176, Sec. 34. Effective January 1, 2002.)

66472.1.
In addition to the amendments authorized by Section 66469, after a final map or parcel map is filed in 

the office of the county recorder, the recorded final map may be modified by a certificate of correction 
or an amending map, if authorized by local ordinance, if the local agency finds that there are changes in 
circumstances that make any or all of the conditions of the map no longer appropriate or necessary and 
that the modifications do not impose any additional burden on the fee owners of the real property, and 
if the modifications do not alter any right, title, or interest in the real property reflected on the recorded 
map, and the local agency finds that the map as modified conforms to Section 66474. Any modification 
shall be set for public hearing as provided for in Section 66451.3. The local agency shall confine the 
hearing to consideration of, and action on, the proposed modification.
(Amended by Stats. 2007, Ch. 343, Sec. 13. Effective January 1, 2008)



66492.

Prior to the filing of the final map or parcel map with the legislative body, the subdivider shall, in 
accordance with procedures established by the county, file with the county recorder of the county in 
which any part of the subdivision is located, a certificate or statement from the official computing 
redemptions in any public agency in which any part of the subdivision is located, showing that, 
according to the records of that office, there are no liens against the subdivision or any part thereof for 
unpaid, state, county, municipal or local taxes or special assessments collected as taxes, except taxes or 
special assessments not yet payable.
This section shall not be applicable to amending maps filed in accordance with the provisions of Section 
66469.

(Amended by Stats. 1993, Ch. 906, Sec. 8. Effective October 8, 1993. Operative January 1, 1994, by Sec. 
24 of Ch. 906.)



66495.
At the time of making the survey for the final map or parcel map unless the survey is not required 

pursuant to Section 66448, the engineer or surveyor shall set sufficient durable monuments to conform 
with the standards described in Section 8771 of the Business and Professions Code so that another 
engineer or surveyor may readily retrace the survey. He shall also set such additional monuments as may 
be required by local ordinance. The local agency shall require that at least one exterior boundary line of 
the land being subdivided be adequately monumented or referenced before the map is recorded.
(Amended by Stats. 1977, Ch. 234.)

66496.
Interior monuments need not be set at the time the map is recorded, if the engineer or surveyor 

certifies on the map that the monuments will be set on or before a specified later date, and if the 
subdivider furnishes to the legislative body security guaranteeing the payment of the cost of setting such 
monuments.
(Added by Stats. 1974, Ch. 1536.)
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