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law. The rules and regulati
license or certificate issued by the board pursuant to
pursuant to Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 6700), shall be governe

(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2020, and as of that date is repealed. Notwithstanding any
other law, the repeal of this section renders the board subject to review by the appropriate policy committees of the
Legislature.

(Amended by Stats. 2015, Ch. 428, Sec. 24. Effective January 1, 2016. Repealed as of January 1, 2020, by its own
provisions.)

8710.1.

Protection of the public shall be the highest priority for the Board for Professional Engineers,
Land Surveyors, and Geologists in exercising its licensing, regulatory, and disciplinary functions.
Whenever protection of the public is inconsistent with other interests sought to be promoted, the
protection of the public shall be paramount.

(Amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 432, Sec. 29. Effective January 1, 2012.)



(Amended by Stats. 1987,

8725.1.
It is the intent of the Legislature that the licensure requirements that are imposed upon private sector
professional land surveyors and land surveying partnerships, firms, or corporations shall be imposed upon
the state and any city, county, city and county, district, and special district that shall adhere to those
requirements. Therefore, for the purposes of Section 8725 and this chapter, at least one person authorized to
practice land surveying shall be designated the person in responsible charge of professional land surveying
work practiced in any department or agency of the state, city, county, city and county, district, or special
district.
(Added by Stats. 2014, Ch. 400, Sec. 15. Effective January 1, 2015.)



fixed works

(b) Determines the configuration or contour of the earth’s surface,
above, on, or below the surface of the earth by applying the principles of mathematics o
photogrammetry.

(c) Locates, relocates, establishes, reestablishes, or retraces any property line or boundary of any parcel
of land, right-of-way, easement, or alignment of those lines or boundaries.

(d) Makes any survey for the subdivision or resubdivision of any tract of land. For the purposes of this
subdivision, the term “subdivision” or “resubdivision” shall be defined to include, but not be limited to,
the definition in the Subdivision Map Act (Division 2 (commencing with Section 66410) of Title 7 of the
Government Code) or the Subdivided Lands Law (Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 11000) of Part 2
of Division 4 of this code).

(e) By the use of the principles of land surveying determines the position for any monument or
reference point which marks a property line, boundary, or corner, or sets, resets, or replaces any
monument or reference point.



(9) Dete
connection with any one or more

(h) Indicates, in any capacity or in any manner, by the use of the title “land surveya
by any other representation that he or she practices or offers to practice land surveying in any of its branches.

(i) Procures or offers to procure land surveying work for himself, herself, or others.

(j) Manages, or conducts as manager, proprietor, or agent, any place of business from which land surveying
work is solicited, performed, or practiced.

(k) Coordinates the work of professional, technical, or special consultants in connection with the activities
authorized by this chapter.



(n) Renders a statement regarding the accuracy o
Any department or agency of the state or any city, county, or city and cou i
person in responsible charge of land surveying work on January 1, 1986, shall be exempt from the
requirement that the person be licensed as a land surveyor until the person currently in responsible
charge is replaced.

The review, approval, or examination by a governmental entity of documents prepared or performed
pursuant to this section shall be done by, or under the direct supervision of, a person authorized to
practice land surveying.

(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 760, Sec. 6. Effective January 1, 2007.)



civil eng :
(Added by Stats. 1983, Ch. 760,

8726.2.

A licensed land surveyor may also perform land planning in connection with the land surveying
activities authorized by this chapter.
(Added by Stats. 1988, Ch. 817, Sec. 2.)

8727.

Surveys made exclusively for geological or landscaping purposes, which do not involve the
determination of any property line do not constitute surveying within the meaning of this chapter.
(Amended by Stats. 1959, Ch. 1132.)

8728.

Surveys authorized under this chapter do not include the design, either in whole or in part,
of any structure or fixed works embraced within the practice of civil engineering.
(Amended by Stats. 1941, Ch. 834.)



the following cc

(1) A land surveyor or civil engineer currently licensec
partner, or officer in charge of the land surveying practice of the business.

(2) All land surveying services are performed by or under the responsible charge of a
land surveyor or civil engineer.

(3) If the business name of a California land surveying business contains the name of
a person, then that person shall be licensed by the board as a land surveyor or licensed by the
board in any year as a civil engineer. Any offer, promotion, or advertisement by the business
that contains the name of any individual in the business, other than by use of the name of the
individual in the business name, shall clearly and specifically designate the license discipline of
each individual named.



(b) Insofar as he or s
(1) Any state, county, city, city an
surveyor or registered civil engineer.
(2) Any subordinate to a land surveyor or civil engineer licensed or registered as requi
this state insofar as he or she acts as a subordinate.

(c) Any officer or employee of an electric, gas, or telephone corporation, as defined in Sections 218, 222, and
234, respectively, of the Public Utilities Code, with annual revenues of twenty-five million dollars
($25,000,000) or more, whenever he or she prepares a legal description of an easement for utility
distribution lines and service facilities, provided the following conditions are met:
(1) Each description identifies the corporation that prepared the description and states
that it was prepared pursuant to this exemption.
(2) Each corporation has in its employ, or on contract, an individual authorized to
practice land surveying who shall be responsible for establishing criteria for
determining the qualifications of technical specialists preparing those legal
descriptions, specifying the format and information to be shown on maps or
documents containing those descriptions, and capable of answering questions
regarding the preparation of those descriptions.



infraction.
(Amended by Stats. 1999, Ch. 125,

8731.

A registered civil engineer and a civil engineer exempt from registration under Chapter 7
(commencing with Section 6700) of Division 3 are exempt from licensing under this chapter
and may engage in the practice of land surveying with the same rights and privileges, and the
same duties and responsibilities of a licensed land surveyor, provided that for civil engineers
who become registered after January 1, 1982, they shall pass the second division examination
provided for in Section 8741 and obtain a land surveyor’s license, before practicing land
surveying as defined in this chapter.

(Amended by Stats. 1986, Ch. 229, Sec. 15.)



combi
division of the examination.
the examination.

The second division of the examination shall test the applicant’s ability to apply hi
assume responsible charge in the professional practice of land surveying.

(b) The applicant for the second division examination shall have successfully passed the first division examination,
or shall be exempt therefrom. The applicant shall be thoroughly familiar with (1) the procedure and rules governing the
survey of public lands as set forth in Manual of Surveying Instructions (2009), published by the federal Bureau of Land
Management and (2) the principles of real property relating to boundaries and conveyancing.

(c) The board may by rule provide for a waiver of the first division of the examination for applicants
whose education and experience qualifications substantially exceed the requirements of Section 8742.

(d) The board may by rule provide for a waiver of the second division of the examination and the
assignment to a special examination for those applicants whose educational qualifications are equal to,
and whose experience qualifications substantially exceed, those qualifications established under
subdivision (c). The special examination may be either written or oral, or a combination of both.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 661, Sec. 12. Effective January 1, 2013.)



The board shall use the national examinatic

may continue to provide the current state-only second division examinatic
provisions of this chapter and board rules as a separate part of the second division examination fc
a land surveyor.

(Amended by Stats. 2005, Ch. 657, Sec. 23. Effective January 1, 2006.)



commencea bDerore

N

WA

(1) A description of the services to be provided to the clie
civil engineer.

(2) A description of any basis of compensation applicable to the contract, and the method of payment
agreed upon by the parties.

(3) The name, address, and license or certificate number of the licensed land surveyor or
licensed civil engineer, and the name and address of the client.

(4) A description of the procedure that the licensed land surveyor or licensed civil engineer and
the client will use to accommodate additional services.

(5) A description of the procedure to be used by both parties to terminate the contract.



civil engineer a
(3) If the client knowingly state
the requirements of this section is not required.
(4) Professional services rendered by a licensed land surveyor or a licensed civi
(A) A professional engineer licensed under Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 6700).
(B) A land surveyor licensed under this chapter.
(C) An architect licensed under Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 5500).
(D) A contractor licensed under Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 7000).
(E) A geologist or a geophysicist licensed under Chapter 12.5 (commencing with Section 7800).
(F) A manufacturing, mining, public utility, research and development, or other industrial
corporation, if the services are provided in connection with or incidental to the products,
systems, or services of that corporation or its affiliates.
(G) A public agency.

(c) “Written contract” as used in this section includes a contract that is in electronic form.

(Amended by Stats. 2015, Ch. 428, Sec. 25. Effective January 1, 2016.)



responsible charge of, a lice
his or her name and license number.

(c) Interim maps, plats, reports, descriptions, or other land surveyin
the intended purpose of the map, plat, report, description, or other document, such as “preliminary” or
only.”

(d) All final maps, plats, reports, descriptions, or other land surveying documents issued by a licensed land
surveyor or civil engineer authorized to practice land surveying shall bear the signature and seal or stamp of the
licensee and the date of signing and sealing or stamping. If the land surveying document has multiple pages or sheets,
the signature, seal or stamp, and date of signing and sealing or stamping shall appear, at a minimum, on the title sheet,
cover sheet or page, or signature sheet, unless otherwise required by law.

(e) It is unlawful for any person to sign, stamp, seal, or approve any map, plat, report, description,
or other land surveying document unless the person is authorized to practice land surveying.

(f) It is unlawful for any person to stamp or seal any map, plat, report, description, or other
land surveying document with the seal or stamp after the certificate of the licensee that is named on
the seal or stamp has expired or has been suspended or revoked, unless the certificate has been
renewed or reissued.

(Amended by Stats. 2010, Ch. 328, Sec. 19. Effective January 1, 2011.)



8761.2.
Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 8761, a reg :
signs land surveying maps, plats, reports, descriptions, or other surveying docu :
responsible for damage caused by subsequent changes to or uses of those maps, plats, reports, descriptions,
or other surveying documents, where the subsequent changes or uses, including changes or uses made by
state or local governmental agencies, are not authorized or approved by the registered civil engineer or
licensed land surveyor who originally signed the maps, plats, reports, descriptions, or other surveying
documents, provided that the engineering or surveying service rendered by the civil engineer or land
surveyor who signed the maps, plats, reports, descriptions, or other surveying documents was not also a
proximate cause of the damage.
(Added by Stats. 1985, Ch. 1507, Sec. 6.)






record maintaine

(2) A material discrepancy with the information containe
recorded or filed in the office of the county recorder or the county surveying department, or an
Bureau of Land Management of the United States. For purposes of this subdivision, a “material discrepancy” is limite
discrepancy in the position of points or lines, or in dimensions.

(3) Evidence that, by reasonable analysis, might result in materially alternate positions of lines or points, shown on any
subdivision map, official map, or record of survey previously recorded or filed in the office of the county recorder or the county
surveying department, or any map or survey record maintained by the Bureau of Land Management of the United States.

(4) The location, relocation, establishment, reestablishment, or retracement of one or more points or lines not
shown on any subdivision map, official map, or record of survey, the positions of which are not ascertainable from an
inspection of the subdivision map, official map, or record of survey.

(5) The points or lines set during the performance of a field survey of any parcel described in any deed
or other instrument of title recorded in the county recorder’s office are not shown on any subdivision map,
official map, or record of survey.



land surveyor or i
If the licensed land surveyor or licensed ci
90-day time limit, provide the county surveyor with a letter stating
the date for completion of the record of survey, the reasons for the delay, and a general state
the assessor’s parcel number or numbers.

(2) The licensed land surveyor or licensed civil engineer shall not initially be required to provide specific details of the survey.
However, if other surveys at the same location are performed by others which may affect or be affected by the survey, the licensed land
surveyor or licensed civil engineer shall then provide information requested by the county surveyor without unreasonable delay.

(e) Any record of survey filed with the county surveyor shall, after being examined by him or her, be filed with the
county recorder.

(f) If the preparer of the record of survey provides a postage-paid, self-addressed envelope or postcard with the filing
of the record of survey, the county recorder shall return the postage-paid, self-addressed envelope or postcard to the
preparer of the record of survey with the filing data within 10 days of final filing. For the purposes of this
subdivision, “filing data” includes the date, the book or volume, and the page at which the record of survey
is filed with the county recorder.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 661, Sec. 13. Effective January 1, 2013.)



Division o G
enacted pursuant thereto.

(Amended by Stats. 1975, Ch. 24.)

8763.
The record of survey shall be a map, legibly drawn, printed, or reproduced by a process guaranteeing a permanent

record in black on tracing cloth, or polyester base film, 18 by 26 inches or 460 by 660 millimeters. If ink is used on

polyester base film, the ink surface shall be coated with a suitable substance to assure permanent legibility.

A marginal line shall be drawn completely around each sheet leaving an entirely blank margin of one inch

or 25 millimeters.

(Amended by Stats. 2002, Ch. 1013, Sec. 68. Effective January 1, 2003.)



(c) Name and le
survey.

(d) The relationship to those portions of adjacent tracts,
with the survey.

(e) Memorandum of oaths.

(f) Statements required by Section 8764.5.

(g) Any other data necessary for the intelligent interpretation of the various items and locations of the points,
lines, and areas shown, or convenient for the identification of the survey or surveyor, as may be determined by the civil
engineer or land surveyor preparing the record of survey.

The record of survey shall also show, either graphically or by note, the reason or reasons, if any, why the
mandatory filing provisions of paragraphs (1) to (5), inclusive, of subdivision (b) of Section 8762 apply.
The record of survey need not consist of a survey of an entire property.

(Amended by Stats. 2005, Ch. 657, Sec. 26. Effective January 1, 2006.)



CU OLC

(b) Made by the U
(c) When a map is in preparation for recording or shall have been recorded

(d) When the survey is a retracement of lines shown on a subdivision map, official map, or a record of survey, where nc
material discrepancies with those records are found and sufficient monumentation is found to establish the precise location of property
corners thereon, provided that a corner record is filed for any property corners which are set or reset or found to be of a different
character than indicated by prior records. For purposes of this subdivision, a “material discrepancy” is limited to a material
discrepancy in the position of points or lines, or in dimensions.

(e) When the survey is a survey of a mobilehome park interior lot as defined in Section 18210 of the Health and
Safety Code, provided that no subdivision map, official map, or record of survey has been previously filed for the interior
lot or no conversion to residential ownership has occurred pursuant to Section 66428.1 of the Government Code.

(Amended by Stats. 1999, Ch. 608, Sec. 1.5. Effective January 1, 2000.)



or vertical surve ,

civil engineer legally authorized to practic
easements are improved, constructed, reconstructed, maintaine
references shall be filed with the county surveyor.

(c) A permanent monument shall be reset in the surface of the new construction or a witness monument or monume
the location if any monument could be destroyed, damaged, covered, disturbed, or otherwise obliterated, and a corner record or record of
survey shall be filed with the county surveyor prior to the recording of a certificate of completion for the project. Sufficient controlling
monuments shall be retained or replaced in their original positions to enable property, right-of-way and easement lines, property corners,
and subdivision and tract boundaries to be reestablished without devious surveys necessarily originating on monuments differing from
those that currently control the area.

(d) The governmental agency performing or permitting construction or maintenance work is responsible for ensuring that either the
governmental agency or landowner performing the construction or maintenance work provides for monument perpetuation required
by this section.

(e) It shall be the duty of every licensed land surveyor or licensed civil engineer legally authorized to practice land surveying
to assist the governmental agency in matters of maps, field notes, and other pertinent records. Monuments set to mark the
limiting lines of highways, roads, streets or right-of-way or easement lines shall not be deemed adequate for this purpose,
unless specifically noted on the corner record or record of survey of the improvement works with direct ties in
bearing or azimuth and distance between these and other monuments of record.

(f) The decision to file either a corner record or a record of survey as required by subdivision (b) or (c) shall be
at the election of the licensed land surveyor or the licensed civil engineer legally authorized to practice
land surveying submitting the document.

(Amended by Stats. 2014, Ch. 400, Sec. 16. Effective January 1, 2015.)



Surveying Instruc
which is found, set, reset, or used as contr

(b) After the establishment of a lost corner, as defined by the Manual of Surveying
by the federal Bureau of Land Management a record of survey shall be filed as set forth in Section 8764.

(c) Any person authorized to practice land surveying in this state may file such corner record for any property
corners, property controlling corners, reference monuments, or accessories to a property corner.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 661, Sec. 14. Effective January 1, 2013.)

8773.1.

The board shall by regulation provide and prescribe the information which shall be necessary to be
included in the corner record and the board shall prescribe the form in which the corner record shall
be submitted and filed, and the time limits within which the form shall be filed. A corner record
shall be a single 8.5 by 11 inch sheet which may consist of a front and back page.

(Amended by Stats. 1999, Ch. 608, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 2000.)



entry g
shall be notified of the propc

(b) The requirements of subdivision (a) do not apply to monuments within &
freeways.

(c) When required for a property survey, monuments within a freeway right-of-way shall be referenced to
usable points outside the access control line by the agency having jurisdiction over the freeway when requested
in writing by the registered civil engineer or licensed land surveyor who is to perform the property survey. The
work shall be done within a reasonable time period by the agency in direct cooperation with the engineer or
surveyor and at no charge to him or her.

(Added by Stats. 1987, Ch. 805, Sec. 7.)



deceit, misrepresentation, breach or violation o

surveying if the amount or value of the settlement is greater than fifty
(4) A civil action judgment or binding arbitration award, or administrative action resu

award, against the licensee in any action alleging fraud, deceit, misrepresentation, breach or violation of contract, negligence,

or recklessness by the licensee in the practice of land surveying if the amount or value of the judgment or binding arbitration award is

twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) or greater.

(b) The report required by subdivision (a) shall be signed by the licensee and set forth the facts that constitute the reportable event.
If the reportable event involves the action of an administrative agency or court, the report shall set forth the title of the matter,
court or agency name, docket number, and the dates the reportable event occurred.

(c) A licensee shall promptly respond to oral or written inquiries from the board concerning the reportable events, including
inquiries made by the board in conjunction with license renewal.

(d) Nothing in this section shall impose a duty upon any licensee to report to the board the occurrence of any of the events
set forth in subdivision (a) either by or against any other licensee.

(e) Failure of a licensee to report to the board in the time and manner required by this section shall be grounds for
disciplinary action.

(f) For purposes of this section, a conviction includes the initial plea, verdict, or finding of guilt; a plea of no
contest; or pronouncement of sentence by a trial court even though the conviction may not be final or sentence
actually imposed until all appeals are exhausted.

(Amended by Stats. 2014, Ch. 71, Sec. 9. Effective January 1, 2015.)



certificate o
(commencing with Section 6700) w

(a) Any fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation in his or

(b) Any negligence or incompetence in his or her practice of land surveying.

(c) Any fraud or deceit in obtaining his or her license.

(d) Any violation of any provision of this chapter or of any other law relating to or involving the practice of land
surveying.

(e) Any conviction of a crime substantially related to the qualifications, functions, and duties of a land surveyor,
The record of the conviction shall be conclusive evidence thereof.

(f) Aiding or abetting any person in the violation of any provision of this chapter or any regulation
adopted by the board pursuant to this chapter.

(g) A breach or violation of a contract to provide land surveying services.

(h) A violation in the course of the practice of land surveying of a rule or regulation of
unprofessional conduct adopted by the board.

(Amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 432, Sec. 31. Effective January 1, 2012.)
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